June 17, 2022
This is a monthly update issued by the Manager’s Office regarding the activities of the Unified Government. The Mayor
and Commission have developed “strategic commitments” that communicate what the citizens of Athens-Clarke County
should expect from their local government. The report is not a comprehensive list of all activities undertaken by the
Unified Government, but rather a select amount of information to help inform the public. The information is organized
under these strategic commitment headings. Updated information from the past month is found in blue text.
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ISSUES BEFORE COMMISSION
The July Voting Meeting and Work Session have been cancelled.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Recent Meetings
 Drinking Water Awareness Week is the first week in May. The best
way to raise awareness is to bring people directly to the source, so
on May 5, the Water Conservation Office and J. G. Beacham
Drinking Water Treatment Plant staff hosted a public tour facility.
We led 13 adults and one child along the path water from the
Middle Oconee River, North Oconee River, and Bear Creek
Reservoir follow before transforming into clean drinking water.


On May 6, Water Conservation Office staff hosted 50 third-grade
students and five adults from H.B. Stroud Elementary School on a
Cedar Creek Water Reclamation Facility tour. These students learned how tiny bugs, aka microorganisms, clean the
used water from sinks, showers, and even toilets!



Members of Team Water spend their workdays maintaining one of our most precious resources - WATER. Whether
it’s assisting customers with establishing service, testing the turbidity of the river water, or maintaining and repairing
equipment, there’s a rewarding job for everybody. On May 6, Drinking Water Treatment and Water Reclamation
Facility staff attended the Clarke County School District Career Academy Fair, talking with ten students and six adults
about the various careers available in the water industry.



On May 9, Water Conservation Office staff toured 16 students and three adults from St. Joseph Catholic Parish
School around the Cedar Creek Water Reclamation Facility. These students not only learned about the biological
process used to reclaim water but also the infrastructure necessary to move the water throughout the process. After
the tour, the students met Li’l Sheepastian, a baby lamb who serves as a goodwill ambassador for Athens water
reclamation operators. This li'l lamb is a future champion chewer, helping to remove pesky weeds and clover that
grow beneath the solar panels at Cedar Creek WRF.



On May 10 and 11, Water Conservation Office staff toured 68 third-grade students and 13 adults around the
Drinking Water Treatment Plant. They saw first-hand how the DWTP treats raw water from the Middle Oconee,
North Oconee, and Bear Creek Reservoir to produce and deliver high-quality drinking water to homes, businesses,
and schools all over Athens.



Do you look for shapes in the sky formed by clouds? The beloved children’s book, “It Looked Like Spilt Milk,” is a
perfect introduction to clouds and the water cycle. On May 16, the Water Conservation Office read the book to 58
pre-K and elementary students at Waseca Montessori School. Following the story, students created a rainstorm in a
cup, then painted cumulus clouds with shaving cream.



On May 16, Water Conservation Office staff attended Whit Davis Career Fair, chatting with 21 third, fourth, and
fifth-grade students about the various jobs in the water industry. From a GED to Ph.D., the water industry has
something for everyone.



Add another 80 third-grade students and eight adults from Timothy Road Elementary School who now know the
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process of how we clean our drinking water. They took a tour of the Drinking Water Treatment Plant on May 17. If
you haven’t seen the process, check out the Drinking Water Treatment Plant Video Tour.


On May 18, Water Conservation Office staff celebrated National Public Works
Week with free coffee and giveaways at the Jittery Joe’s Roaster. A total of 35
adults and 27 kids stopped by for the event. While participants waited for
their coffee, they guessed the answer to a trivia question: how many miles of
underground sewer pipe is in Athens, GA? The correct answer? 498 miles



Water Conservation Office staff attended a neighborhood Block Party on May
21. We presented three samples of water to 19 adults and 16 children. One
contained river water, another drinking water, and the third held recycled
water, then asked them to guess which was which. The drinking water &
recycled water stumped many, as the clean water we produce at our water reclamation facilities is so clear, it is hard
to notice a difference.



On May 23, Lyndon House Art Center (LHAC) hosted the Hugh Hodgson School of Music UGA Chamber Music Athens
series. This was a marvelous event featuring the CMA Academy recital on flute, horn, piano, and strings. The
program also include two opera singers.



On May 24, the Water Conservation Office led a Water Cycle and Cloud lesson for 70 first-grade students at Timothy
Road Elementary School. First, students learned how water moves around our earth in the water cycle, and then
they explored ways we use water in our everyday lives through a game of charades. The lesson ended with us
sharing simple water conservation tips for protecting this precious resource we depend on daily.



Little Lily, the Water Conservation Ambassador, wrapped up her stay in 43 classrooms in 14 different Clarke County
School District schools, private schools, and homeschools on May 25. Over the academic year, she reached close to
800 families. She aims to teach children and parents how to be more water-efficient, increase literacy, and
encourage family involvement.



Lead Athens participants met for lunch in the LHAC’s Community Room prior to a gallery tour conducted by Didi
Dunphy and Beth Sale.



Sandy Creek Nature Center hosted Snake Day, the first in person version of this annual event in two years. There
were 12 exhibitors with crafts, food trucks, games, live snakes, and other activities. More than 500 visitors enjoyed
the event!
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TPW Operations Coordinator, Hilmar McGaha brought a large dump truck to Winterville Elementary School for their
Career on Wheels day. Hilmar received a nice thank you letter from the school for his patience and kindness he
showed to all of the students.



Hilmar McGaha and Jamie Barnes attended the Career day for the Athens-Clarke County High Schools as well as the
Touch a Truck event at the Library on Baxter St.

Upcoming Meetings
 ACCPD Summer Camp/Safety Town
Registration is open for ACCPD’s Youth Summer Camp and ACCPD’s Safety Town. For more information, or to apply
to either of these youth camps, visit www.accgov.com/police



Waffles & Water Reclamation - Tour of Middle Oconee Water Reclamation Facility
August 24, 9:00 – 10:00 AM
Middle Oconee Waer Reclamation Facility
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400 Will Hunter Road
Register: ThinkAtTheSink.com
Everyone agrees, waffles are the breakfast of champions. Our Middle
Oconee Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) is also a champion, having
earned the Platinum Award for outstanding operations nine years in a
row. Join us for a tour of Middle Oconee WRF and waffles as we
recognize the wonders of water treatment on National Waffle Day.
Please register for the tour, so we make sure to have waffles for all.

TAX COLLECTION (PROPERTY, SALES, EXCISE AND BUSINESS TAXES)
YEAR TO DATE – THROUGH APRIL TAXES EQUAL 89% OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES
APRIL SUMMARY OVER PRIOR YEAR
FY 2021
FY 2022
Change
Total Taxes
$114,316,486 $124,277,074
$9,960,588
Bright Spots – Real Property Taxes Up $4.8M, Excise Taxes up $386, Ins. Premium Tax up $300K, Franchise Fees up $640K,
Sales Tax up $3.2M, Charges & Fees up $1.7M, Fines up $1.06M

12-Month LOST Trend Receipts vs. Budget (05/21 - 04/22)
YOY LOST Receipts Up $3,968,741
12 Months Ended 04/2021 vs 04/2022
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DEPARTMENTS
Leisure Services:
 The Leisure Services Department began summer registration on Saturday, March 19. As of June 1, a total of 3,261
day camp, 803 mini-camp, and 759 aquatics program slots were already taken. Parents took advantage of the wait
list option resulting in 413 names on the day camp wait list, 295 for mini-camp, and 119 for aquatics. Online
registration continues at www.accgov.com/myrec


In May, the Pop up Park traveled 90.8 miles to nine events across the community. Staff engaged with more than
1,200 individuals.
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In May, longtime favorites, the Amazing Acro-cats performed at the Morton Theatre. With a 40-foot purple bus, and
the promise of regular house cats performing acrobatic tricks it is easy to see why the event always draws a large
audience. The presenter, Rock Cats Rescue, Inc, is based in Griffin, Georgia and tours the country and was even
featured in a Netflix mini-documentary. Their tripartite mission reads: 1. educating the public about the physical and
emotional benefits of clicker training, 2. rescuing and fostering homeless cats, and 3. initiating clicker training
programs in animal shelters across the nation to increase adoption and retention rates.



Many of the events that made up the “Tell the Whole Story” History of Slavery at the University of Georgia
community event were held at the Morton Theatre. The event examined the histories of slavery at the University of
Georgia and included a wide variety of performances and experiences. Dr. Freda Scott Giles, Emerita Professor of
Theatre and Film, directed two stage pieces, archival readings and vignettes. Musical performances included Linqua
Franqa, Palms of Fire Drum Circle, Dr. Greg Satterthwaite & Xavier O’Connor, two UGA Jazz musicians, and a special
performance by the East Athens Educational Dance Center’s Accelerated Program. The capstone of the event was a
screening of the documentary film “Below Baldwin: How an Expansion Project Unearthed a University's Legacy of
Slavery” followed by a panel discussion. Additionally, Athica presented the Linnentown Quilt and By Any Other
Name: Protest Poster Art in the lobby.



On May 18, the Morton Theatre celebrated 112 years! It is one of the oldest vaudeville theatres and the oldest
owned by a black man. The inaugural performance was a classical piano concert by Alice Carter Simmons of the
Oberlin, Ohio Conservatory of Music; both black and white patrons attended. At the time, the first floor of the
building included several office spaces which were occupied by black professionals including the E.D Harris
pharmacy which is commemorated in the lobby. It was considered a hub of Athens’ black community and a sign of
the prosperity they were able to achieve here.



Sandy Creek Nature Center (SCNC) staff welcomed 3,853 guests. There were five outreach programs with 295
participants. Field studies totaled 1,143 participants.



SCNC hosted nine birthday parties (279 attendees), Homeschool Science program (12 participants), planetarium
shows (60 attendees), and spring programs (511 participants)



SCNC completed the annual school services contract with Clarke County School District. Nature Center staff provided
on site and outreach natural and earth science educational programming for K-5 students at all of the elementary
schools. More than 3,000 students participated in the programs this year.



Prospective Eagle Scout Andrew Ehlers of BSA Troop 111 completed a reroute and new entrance for the main
trailhead at the Nature Center. The old entrance had major issues with erosion and compaction. The new route will
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allow users better access to the trails and is a more sustainable design. Thanks to Andrew and Trails and Open
Space staff for their assistance with this project.



Trails and Open Space staff led programs in May. Ten program participants enjoyed a late night trail stroll on Sandy
Creek Nature Center trails. “Adult Learn to Ride” was held with Bike Athens instructors at Sandy Creek Park and
introduced seven adults to world of bicycling.



Six new trail ambassadors were trained and given supplies to conduct their volunteer duties on our 40+ miles of
trails. Trail Team Six volunteers were recognized at the May Mayor and Commission meeting. Mayor Girtz officially
presented three Georgia Recreation and Park Association awards to the hard working volunteers.



The Lyndon House Arts Center (LHAC), Lyndon House Arts Foundation, and friends in the community held a
memorial celebration of the life of the LHAC’s first curator and founder, Nancy Lukasiewicz. More than 100
community members attended the outdoor event with a number of people sharing stories. Mayor Kelly Girtz spoke
at length about Nancy and made a proclamation that May 15 was to be a Remembrance Day for Nancy and her
family.



Following the ACCGov Staff Appreciation Day, LHAC installed a beautiful show of 20 paintings created during that
day by ACCGov employees. The artworks featured daffodils and the City Hall dome. This exhibit was on view in May
and celebrated all the talent across the entire government. This project was overseen by Kelly Thomas from Lay Park
and Randi Baker from Wellness.



For three Saturdays in May, LHAC staff attended the Athens Farmers Market at Bishop Park. Staff were in the Kids
Art Zone where children made small booklets, amulets, and other fun take away projects.



LHAC concluded spring art classes including the new teen public art class which successfully created three murals
and re-painted the Lay Park bulldog.



The last Juried Show Third Thursday Art Night Gallery Talks took place in May. Four exhibiting artists spoke about
their artistic practice to 25 guests. This exhibit included the artwork of three staff member artists.



The month of May at Lay Park means the end of the school year and many of the programs. Some of the University
of Georgia mentors have graduated, fifth graders have moved on to middle school, and staff are welcoming summer
by preparing for Camp-Funtastic and Grand Slam.

SNAPSHOT :: PAGE 9 OF 65

Public Information Office:
 Public Information Office staff continued to update a special webpage to
provide resources concerning COVID-19 information
(www.accgov.com/coronavirus), changes, and updates on the local, state,
and federal levels.
The PIO continued to send out the COVID-19 weekly newsletter and case
count graphic on social media on a weekly basis in May. Four newsletters
were distributed to over 1,200 subscriptions and covered areas such as
COVID-19 variants, tips from CDC for getting a jump on a healthy spring,
mask use on public transportation, the DPH change from daily to weekly
COVID-19 data reporting, updated mask guidelines for Athens-Clarke
County, UGA updates, Clarke County School District updates, upcoming
mobile Georgia Department of Public Health events, and other information.
The COVID-19 newsletter launched with the March 16, 2020 edition (at 12:02 AM on March 17). Since then, 167
additional editions of the newsletter had been distributed with varying daily, semi-daily, and weekly frequency with
only a short break in July 2021. As of the May 25, 2022, edition, the COVID-19 newsletter changed from its weekly
Wednesday frequency and will only be published and distributed on an as-needed basis in the future.


Public Information Office staff assisted the Finance Department with publishing
information regarding the Mayor’s Recommended FY23 budget to the website. In
addition to the budget document itself, staff published documents outlying responses
to questions presented in work sessions by Commissioners. Staff also shared budgetrelated information via social media and through a media release. For more
information on the budget, visit www.accgov.com/budget.



Public Information Office staff assisted two departments with gathering public input
regarding a number of initiatives. Staff assisted SPLOST with gathering input regarding
the site selection criteria for the Youth & Community Enrichment Facility (SPLOST 2011
Project #22) and Leisure Services with gathering input on the proposed design for the
Macon Highway Boat Launch and schematics for pool improvements at Bishop Park.
PIO staff published links to the online survey from the Get Involved section of the
ACCGov website (www.accgov.com/getinvolved) and Surveys page
(www.accgov.com/surveys), on social media, and on ACTV.
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Public Information Office staff assisted the Elections Office with
publishing information regarding the May 24 General
Primary/Non-partisan/Special Election. Staff continued to
promote advance voting through a series of social media and
website graphics during advance voting times.
On Election Day, staff ran a continual information crawl on
ACTV and used a site-wide popup on the ACC website to
provide links to information regarding voting on Election Day.
Staff also published links to election results and assisted with
providing information to the community about ballot errors for
some residents.
Once the June 21 Runoff Election was announced, the PIO shifted to provide additional information about the
runoff, including adding advance voting dates. Advance voting takes place Saturday, June 11 and Monday, June 13 –
Friday, June 17. Visit www.accgov.com/advancevoting or
www.accgov.com/elections for more information.



Public Information Office staff attended a mobile food pantry hosted by
the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia and sponsored by the Sheriff’s Office
on Wednesday, May 18 outside of the B&B Theatres on Lexington
Highway. Staff handed out approximately 150 copies of the newest edition
of the ACC from A to Z Guide to residents.



Public Information Office staff produced the ACCGov Quarterly water bill insert for
distribution in June water bills to over 30,000 customers. ACCGov Quarterly focuses
on a number of small-form news and notes to inform residents about ACCGov
operations, programs, and events. The summer 2022 edition features information
on Leisure Services’ Pop-Up Park, the Neighborhood Notification Initiative, 19 Days
of Juneteenth, the 2022 ACC from A to Z Guide, What Works Cities Silver
Certification, Animal Services’ Foster Over the 4th event, and information on how to
access surveys. The ACCGov Quarterly is also available at
www.accgov.com/quarterly and distributed in limited quantities in the community.



Website Initiatives
o Public Information Office staff placed news notices with graphics on the front
page of the Athens-Clarke County website (www.accgov.com) for:
 Leaf & Limb notices for May
 Live video of Mayor & Commission meetings in May
 District-Wide 10th Congressional District Democratic Primary Recount
 Election Results Certification for May 24th & June 21 Runoff Information
 Biotech Company Dalan Animal Health Relocates to Athens, GA
 FY23 Mayor's Recommended Budget Submitted to the Commission for Review
 Election Information for the May 24, 2022 General Primary / Nonpartisan Election / Special Election
 Open House on May 19 & Survey through May 22 for SPLOST-Funded Youth & Community Enrichment
Facility
 Elections Office Corrects Errors for 86 Voters
 ACCGov Schedule and Service Changes for Memorial Day Holiday
o

Public Information Office staff hosted a web training on May 19. This training focuses on overall aspects of the
ACC website and includes specific instruction on page editing as well as certain website modules for storing and
publishing information. The Public Information Office acts as a primarily administrator for internal users,
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offering training, support, and site development for internal users, while departments themselves are largely
responsible for publishing website content for their respective areas. Staff trained users from multiple
departments including Housing & Community Development, Stormwater Management, and Transit


Video Production Initiatives
Most videos air on ACTV (Charter Cable Channel 180) and are available online through www.accgov.com/videos as
well as on the Athens-Clarke County main Facebook page (www.facebook.com/accgov), IGTV/Instagram channel
(www.instagram.com/accgov) and YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/accgov), among other outlets depending
on the video length.



Public Information Office staff facilitated YouTube and/or ACTV broadcasts and streams of 29 meetings this past
month for public viewing access, not including regularly scheduled Mayor & Commission full meeting broadcasts.
The broadcasts used WebEx in order to host and stream the virtual meetings, as needed to keep in line with proper
physical distancing of participants. These meetings included (hh:mm): Airport Authority (0:56), Athens in Motion
(1:07, 0:59, 0:47, 1:58, 0:26, 0:55), Athens Justice & Memory (1:01), Board of Elections (2:08), Clean & Renewable
Energy Plan (0:44), Deferred Compensation Board (1:25), Hearings Board (1:12), Historic Preservation Commission
(2:11), Legislative Review Committee (1:05, 1:12), Missing Middle Housing Scan Presentation (1:36), Oconee Rivers
Greenway Commission (0:33), Pension Board (0:56), Planning Commission (1:31), Prince Avenue User Group (1:51),
Property Committee (1:31), Prosperity Committee (1:28), SPLOST General Site Selection Committee (0:26), TAD
Advisory Committee – East Downtown Athens (0:44, 0:37), TAD Advisory Committee – Lexington Road (0:42), and
TAD Advisory Committee – Newton Bridge Road (1:07, 0:57, 1:03).



Public Information Office staff produced a special
edition of the “Snapshot Six” video to highlight
efforts related to the six strategic commitments
made by the Mayor and Commission in the monthly
Snapshot newsletter. This video covered notable
accomplishments throughout the entire year of
2021 and features 12 highlights instead of the usual
six. Highlighted items from Snapshot Twelve include
the opening of the newest segment of the Firefly
Trail, Leisure Services’ pop-up park, severe storm
cleanup, new Fire Engine 28, the swap spot at the
Police Department, a training certification program
for Corrections inmates, an Athens job search and career path online tool, Solid Waste food scrap collections,
Dudley Park improvements, the Community Tree Study, video streaming of public meetings, and a series of awards
for Public Utilities facilities. The video is also posted at www.accgov.com/snapshot. Due to COVID-19, monthly
Snapshot Six video production has been delayed. However, PIO staff continue to work through older ones to catch
up and provide information to the community that is still relevant from these “throwback” videos.



Media Releases
The following media releases were recently distributed through the website’s ACCGOV Public Information Office
News notification system, as well as posted on the front page of www.accgov.com and sent through social media.
Anyone can sign up to receive these releases directly through email or text message at
www.accgov.com/notifications or the NotifyMe area of the website.
o
o
o
o
o

Election Information for the May 24, 2022 General Primary / Nonpartisan Election / Special Election
Open House on May 19 & Survey through May 22 for SPLOST-Funded Youth & Community Enrichment
Facility
Elections Office Corrects Errors for 86 Voters
ACCGov Schedule and Service Changes for Memorial Day Holiday
FY23 Mayor's Recommended Budget Submitted to the Commission for Review
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Meeting Broadcasts
The Public Information Office broadcast the Mayor and
Commission’s Special Called & Work Session on May 10 (3 hours
34 minutes), TBOR Public Hearing #1 & Budget Review on May 12
(3 hours 27 minutes), TBOR Public Hearing #2 & Agenda Setting
Session on May 17 (2 hours 16 minutes), Special Called Session on
May 19 (52 minutes), Budget Review on May 19 (3 hours 13
minutes), Budget Review on May 26 (1 hour 34 minutes), Missing
Middle Housing Scan Presentation on June 6 (1 hour 36 minutes)
and Regular Session & TBOR Public Hearing #3 on June 7 (4 hours
12 minutes) live on ACTV Cable Channel 180.
New this year was the live streaming and recording of several budget meetings from the Dougherty Street
Auditorium using a new audio and video setup in the room. Although the system is not as robust as the City Hall
studio and camera system, the system did allow for an alternate location for some meetings in line with previous inperson budget meetings from prior years that had been held at Dougherty Street.
The meetings were also streamed online at www.accgov.com/videos and on ACCGov’s YouTube and Facebook
accounts. The meetings are also rebroadcast on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. and Sundays at 3:00 p.m. on
ACTV, as well as available on-demand online through the website and YouTube.
Due to the combination of in-person and virtual nature of the meetings, PIO staff continued to organize areas in the
hallways of City Hall and outside for in-person viewing opportunities of meetings, including setting up chairs
delivered from Leisure Services and placing a large television on the front patio steps



Film Initiatives (Economic Development)
Public Information Office staff attended a meeting of local film professionals on May 31 at Cine for networking and a
presentation about the upcoming Athena Studios film production studio scheduled to open in Athens-Clarke County
in early 2023. Public Information Officer Jeff Montgomery serves as the Camera Ready Liaison for Athens-Clarke
County. In this role, he works with the Georgia Economic Development Department’s Film, Music, and Digital
Entertainment Office, filmmakers, Athens-Clarke County departments, and local organizations to assist film
productions with coordinating their efforts while filming in Athens-Clarke County.

PROJECTS OF NOTE
Envision Athens
 Envision Athens is a community-wide effort to develop a
common vision for the future of the Athens-Clarke County
community. This process produced a visionary, yet achievable
multi-dimensional strategy to guide community and economic
development for the next 20 years.


A 38-member citizen steering committee helped to guide the
public process and the plan’s recommendations. The draft Action Agenda is the product of more 8,500 comments
collect from 1,229 participants. Through a large and small in-person meetings, online feedback and more targeted
focus group and stakeholder sessions, the Steering Committee developed of actions to move Athens-Clarke County
forward. These 100+ actions are divided into five major chapters: Place, Prosperity, People, Vitality, and Foundations



The Oversight Committee is a group composed of major community stakeholders: Unified Government of AthensClarke County, Clarke County School District, the University of Georgia, Athens Housing Authority, Athens Technical
College, Georgia Power, Piedmont Athens Regional Hospital, St. Mary’s Hospital, United Way of Northeast Georgia,
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the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce, the Development Authority of the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke
County and the City of Winterville. Each has made funding contributions to support the Project Manager and the
implementation of the Action Agenda.


Envision Athens was created, not only to move forward on the 103 priority actions of the Action Agenda, but also to
inspire you to love where you live along the way. We believe there is no better pathway to placemaking and
belonging than investing in your neighbors and your town. We are proud to release the new Envision
Athens Engagement Guide and welcome you to find your own place to invest by clicking on the links provided in this
interactive pdf.



Envision Athens continues to work throughout the community to address priority actions across Place, Prosperity,
and People. Members of the Athens community can get engaged by sharing with others about Envision Athens,
attending Envision Athens community events, and/or following the Action Agenda progress at
www.envisionathens.com or on their Facebook page.
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DEPARTMENTS
Animal Services:
 Volunteer Numbers for May:
Total Volunteer Hours: 137 hours, 1 group of 4 people


Foster Numbers for May:
o Cats: 19
o Dogs: 15

Central Services:
 Landscape Management: Filling vacancies has become a challenge for many ACCGov departments and local
businesses. ACCGov Landscape Management is taking matters into their own hands, and attempting to recruit as
many local individuals currently looking for employment and providing training for potential future employment. On
May 4th Clarke County Schools held a job fair for graduating seniors. Landscape Management was represented by
Operations Coordinator Greg Shaw and Parks Supervisor Cody Silvers. Several students were interested in learning
more about the department, what is expected of applicants, and future opportunities.

Partnering with Daniel Young of Corrections, LMD is assisting with providing landscape certification credentials to
trustees. Working alongside LMD team members, trustees are provided training and coaching in basic and technical
maintenance practices. Staff records daily tasks, and hours of service while critiquing the overall performance of
each trustee. Superintendent Young utilizes the information and awards the certification to those who meet the
necessary requirements. Five trustees have received their certification.


Community Forester: With the assistance of urban forestry interns, trees are mapped and trees that require a closer
look for public safety are flagged. So far, the re-inventory process has examined and updated the tree data in the
inner loop northeast area, Prince Avenue, Cobbham Neighborhood, and the Milledge Ave. Historic District.
As a part of the UGA Warnell School of Forestry, Community Forestry Program, the ACGov Forester engaged forestry
students in a half-day learning experience about the planning process for trees. The forester engaged students in
looking at development plans from the perspective of tree health and long-term maintenance. When arborists are
able to be involved early on in the planning and design phases of development, tree health and success can be
increased and legacy costs and risks can be reduced.
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Revitalizing the ACC Champion Tree Program. This program maintains a list of each species of the largest county
trees as well as any state or national champions. The Forester has begun to revisit the sites where champion trees
were previously listed. Once lists and maps are updated, members of the public will then be able to nominate new
trees as champions. After consulting the champion tree database to see if their tree may be a contender, residents
will be able to apply to have their tree examined as a potential champion. The Champion Tree Program is a fun way
to raise awareness about trees and engage people in the ACC Community Tree Program.


Buildings: Crews pulled winter annuals, bed prep, and planted summer annuals around multiple job sites. With May
starting dry and hot we have been hand watering our newer planting and sod. As mowing season continues we will
still be looking at details and ways to improve our job sites at every visit.



Parks: May started off hot and very dry which helped clean-up the Winter weeds still hanging on. We have our
irrigated fields up and watering and they are beginning to green up after the dry spell. As leaves have filled tree
branches again we are limbing and pruning to remove blind spots for cameras and to add more sun time to solar
panels.



ROW: A month of cleaning and clearing. Crews were kept busy in addition to cyclical routes crews met the requests
of citizens for sightline clearances and debris removal. Numerous trees fell during the month as dry conditions
weakened root systems. Crews responded to 15 tree calls for blocked roadways and sidewalks. There were also
two encampment relocation cleanups and four misc. dumpsites cared for.
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Litter Collection Statistics: 37 tires recycled, 6 dumpsites cleared, and 593 bags collected.
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Leisure Services:
 The Leisure Services Department maintenance staff received 126 new work order requests and completed 146 work
orders.


Trails and Open Space staff completed 121 work orders including 72 trail and property inspections, 26 cleaning and
trash related work orders, and 23 various trail and tree maintenance related tasks.
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Public Utilities:
 Water Business Office:
o Pay your water bill from the convenience of home using our online payment system. No fees!
o Pay your bill over the phone with a credit card by calling the Water Business Office, 706-613-3500.
o Start your water service online! Use our easy, online form to submit a request to start/stop/transfer your
service from the comfort and convenience of your home. www.accgov.com/WBO


Water & Sewer:
o Made two valve inserts.
o Changed out three fire hydrants.
o Repaired six water service leaks.
o Made six large development taps.
o Made two small 2” taps for auto flushers.
o Performed routine maintenance of water and sewer line fixtures and fire hydrants.



Drinking Water Treatment:
o In May, the J.G Beacham Drinking Water Treatment Plant (DWTP) treated and pumped 416.67 million gallons of
water. Athens-Clarke County had 2.15 inches of rain at the plant.
o Does your water have a funny smell, taste, or color? The water leaving our drinking water treatment plant meets all
water quality standards. However, household plumbing, construction, or other issues can create a water quality
concern for our customers. A homeowner can solve many issues themselves. Learn about DIY fixes. Didn’t fix your
problem? Let us know! Use our new “Report a Water Quality Concern” form to give us a chance to make sure your
water meets your expectations.



Meter Management:
In May, the Meter Management Division installed 33 new meters, 16 stubs, and responded to 553 service calls.



Water Conservation Office:
o Watersmart Enrollment: 415 water customers resolved to save water & take control of their water bill by
registering for WaterSmart in May. Registering for a free account can help save customers money with
greater ability to manage their water use.
o Through tours, presentations, and other outreach opportunities, the Water Conservation made contact with
163 adults and 1,207 children in May.

CAPITAL PROJECT – AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Affordable Housing – Project 02
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 02
Total Project Budget: $43,610,000
Status: Planning
Project Details: Of the $43,610,000 budgeted for this project, $38,220,000 has been designated to develop a Master
Plan for the North Downtown area, for the Athens Housing Authority purchase of the Bethel Midtown Village Property,
and for the design and installation of horizontal public infrastructure needed to create buildable city blocks within the
Bethel Midtown Village & the Hoyt/ College apartment community. The remaining $5,390,000 is designated for other
affordable housing related sub-projects that are not yet defined.
Project Update: Phase 1, the demolition, abatement, and grading project for Phase 1 is 90% complete. Building and
foundation demolition concluded in March 2022. Mass grading of the upper site is underway and will take place from
March through June of 2022. The grading contractor encountered rock at the vertical Phase I site and partial removal
began the week of 3/28. Most areas are on grade or will be on grade around June 10.
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Phase I Infrastructure Construction Plans are awaiting final approval by ACCGov departments. Infrastructure plans will
then be publicly bid with anticipated infrastructure work to begin immediately following demolition and mass grading.
SPLOST Program Administrator has scheduled a meeting for June 10 with the User Group, Project Management team,
and ACAC to discuss project progress and public art elements.

View of the site facing North

Heavy rains left the low areas of the site very wet and delayed
retaining wall installation.

CAPITAL PROJECT – CLASSIC CENTER ARENA PROJECT
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 03, and Private-Public Funding
Total SPLOST Funding: $33,320,000
Status: Construction
Project Designer: Perkins & Will/Smallwood
Construction Manager at Risk: J.E. Dunn Construction Company
Project Details: The Classic Center Arena project is envisioned to provide a 5,500-seat public assembly facility/arena
space (when configured for a sports event) which can be increased to accommodate up to 6,500 seats when configured
for a public assembly or concert event. The Arena is to include a connecting, elevated plaza to Foundry Street as well as
all of the requisite support spaces such as: suites, a commissary, retractable seating, locker rooms and storage areas for
a multi-use arena facility.
Project Update:
The recommended art types and locations for the Arena were approved by the M&C during their May 3, 2022 meeting.
The contract Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) amendment has been executed by Athens-Clarke County. Construction
has begun on the Arena. The pre blast survey and borings have been completed. Rock blasting will start in the month of
June 2022 and continue in the month of July and August. The second revenue bond financing plan for the arena
construction will be presented to the Mayor and Commission during their June Work Session.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – FACILITIES SPACE MODERNIZATION PROJECT
Sub-Project #01 – Judicial Center
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 01
Total Project Budget: $77,900,000
Status: Planning
Project Designer: Croft & Associates
Project Details: This project will provide funding for land acquisition, design, construction, and/or equipping of
public/governmental use facilities and/or renovations, improvements, additions to, and equipping of existing facilities so
as to provide expanded modern space for community, governmental, and judicial functions currently provided at the
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existing historic Courthouse and annex. Depending upon costs and funding availability, this new space will provide
approximately 142,000 square feet of building space for community functions currently provided at the existing historic
Courthouse and annex plus space for additional courts, alternative courts, separate holding space for juvenile detainees,
separate travel spaces for visitors, inmates, and judicial staff, and other related functions such as determined to be
necessary for an effective and modern judicial space. This project will provide funding for the renovation of the existing
historic Courthouse and annex into a facility for governmental operations and/or other uses benefitting the Unified
Government and/or community, which may also include child care and/or the use of any unused space for commercial
and/or retail use. Depending upon costs and funding availability, the Facilities Space Modernization Program will further
serve as a mechanism to facilitate enhanced employee and/or community well-being initiatives.
Project Update: Croft’s (Architect) contract has been executed. During their November 9, 2021 voting session, the M&C
requested for Croft & Associates to conduct additional due diligence on the Hickory St/E Broad St site to be further
considered as a potential site for the Judicial Center. Croft developed a scope to further define the additional due
diligence on this potential site and plans to have a summary of the feasibility of that site by the first week of July 2022.
Initial Programming Sessions with the design team and the ACCGov Courthouse staff took place May 9-11 with follow-up
sessions occurring June 1-3. The design team will use this information to refine the program for the new Judicial Center.
The design team is developing the project concept and site selection criteria for review by the User Group and the Site
Selection Committee in the months of June/July 2022. The drafts will be presented to the M&C in the August Works
Session.

CAPITAL PROJECTS - BROADBAND ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 22
Total Project Budget: $6,330,800
Status: Planning
Project Designer: Foresight Group, LLC
Project Details: This project will provide funding to assist with the process of implementing and providing for the
enhancement of broadband connectivity throughout Athens-Clarke County. Depending upon costs and funding
availability, and to the extent allowed by law, this project may include, but not be limited to, the following: providing
broadband connectivity for governmental use; construction of a high speed wireless network loop around the county to
provide high speed broadband access to the Internet for citizens of Athens-Clarke County; land acquisition, design,
construction, and other related costs for building out the infrastructure and incorporating it into the Unified
Government workflow; providing Wi-Fi connectivity in the downtown area and targeted advertisements for business
development; connectivity enhancements to increase phone and/or internet service geographically in Athens-Clarke
County; and partnerships with local, regional, state, federal, and/or private entities.
Project Update: The User Group recommended an Alternative Analysis Assessment be completed by industry
professionals to help provide guidance for Project Concept Options. On October 31, 2021, an application for Georgia
State Fiscal Recovery Fund grant targeting Broadband opportunities was submitted. A Request for Qualifications /
Proposals (RFQP) was issued on October 7 to Telecommunication professionals seeking to provide consulting services on
the project. On January 4, 2022, M&C approved Foresight Group, LLC as the selected telecommunication consultant
supporting the Broadband Enhancement project. Final scoping and pricing has been completed with strategic team and
public engagement strategy sessions beginning. Public engagement opportunities are anticipated between June and
August 2022.

CAPITAL PROJECTS - EAST SIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY PROJECT
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 25
Total Project Budget: $14,449,000
Status: Planning
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Project Details: This project will provide funding for land acquisition, design, construction, and/or equipping of a facility
and/or renovations, improvements, additions to, and equipping of an existing facility for the purpose of extending
library services to county residents on the east side of Athens-Clarke County. This annex facility would be a full-service
library consistent with the level of resources and services provided at other similarly situated public libraries in the
county.
Project Update: On April 5, 2022, the M&C approved the award of the Professional Design & Construction
Administration Services to the architectural firm of McMillian Pazdan Smith (MPS). Contract negotiations are underway
with MPS. The general site selection committee held their kickoff meeting on May 2, 2022. This committee is charged
with evaluating potential sites and ultimately recommending candidate sites to the M&C. At the upcoming Site
Selection Committee Meeting scheduled for June 13, the SPLOST Management team intends to provide an update as
well as begin discussions with the Committee on defining the “east side” limits as we prepare for the site selection
process.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – MENTAL HEALTH RECOVERY FACILITY PROJECT
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 28
Total Project Budget: $5,325,000
Status: Pre-Planning
Project Details: This project will provide funding for land acquisition, design, construction, and/or equipping of a mental
health recovery facility project and/or renovations, improvements, additions to, and equipping of an existing facility so
as to provide a residential style facility for individuals with mental health and potentially co-occurring addictive
disease(s). It is anticipated that to the extent permitted by law the facility or facilities would be built in conjunction with
one or more public or other private partner(s) that may provide additional capital funds to the project to support
SPLOST funding and that would provide the operational funding for the facility. The program is envisioned to provide a
facility or facilities to provide a congregate living style facility that could accommodate group and/or individuals for
counseling programming. An example of a potential partner organization may be, but not be limited to, Advantage
Behavioral Health Systems, a Community Service Board (CSB), duly created and existing pursuant to the Constitution and
laws of the State of Georgia, specifically O.C.G.A. § 37-2-6. Additionally, to the extent allowed by law, funds may be used
as matching funds for leveraging grant opportunities.
Project Update: Meeting with ABHS stakeholders and ACCGov was held 12/6/2021 with minutes distributed 12/21/2021.
ACCGov User Group members have been selected by the manager. Draft RFQ/P for hiring an architectural/engineering
firm to develop a project concept, schematic designs and preliminary cost estimate has been reviewed internally. RFQ/P
comments are being addressed and revisions are in progress for presentation to the User Group. Existing property
survey received from Terramark Surveying and Engineering in January 2022. A draft Intergovernmental Contract
between ACCGov and ABHS has been developed and is under review by both entities. The user group kickoff meeting
was May 12, 2022.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – COSTA BUILDING RENOVATIONS
Funding Source: 2011 SPLOST, Project 32
Total Project Budget: $4,919,100
Status: Design
Project Designer: Architectural Collaborative, Inc.
Construction Manager at Risk: Sheridan Construction
Project Details: Project # 32, Costa Building Renovation, will provide renovation and capital improvements to extend the
life and usefulness of the building facility located at 133 East Washington Street to include interior space and layout
revisions, provision of ADA access, upgrades to mechanical and energy systems, and provision of a fire sprinkler system.
Project Update: The Architect submitted the project’s 100% construction drawings to the ACCGov Planning Department
on May 24, 2022. A meeting with the Planning Department to review their comments with the Architect was June 10.
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The CM@Risk contractor is in the process of collecting bids and putting together a construction estimate for the Costa
Building which will be available for review on June 22. The Commissioning Team for this project held a kick-off meeting
with the project team on June 9.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – ENERGY SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM
SPLOST 2011 Project 23 Sub-Project #9 – Family Protection Center
Funding Source: SPLOST 2011 Project 23
Total Project Budget: $1,167,658
Sub-Project Budget: $270,000
Status: Construction
Project Details: The proposed Project Concept for SP #9 is for the installation of solar energy system at the AthensClarke County Family Protection Center. The installation will cost up to $270,000; of that $70,000 is proposed to be
funded by the SPLOST 2011 Project 23 - Energy Sustainability Program and $200,000 will be funded by the GEFA Grant.
Project Update: The Project concept was approved by M&C on April 6, 2021. On December 7, 2022 the M&C approved
the award of the construction contract for Solar Sun World, LLC. Foundations have been poured for the solar arrays and
conduit and wire has been installed from the building to the array locations. The only item remaining to complete in the
solar & storage portion is the installation of half the batteries, configuring the system, and staff training.

CAPITAL PROJECTS - FIRE STATION #5 REPLACEMENT
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 06
Total SPLOST Funding: $6,063,026
Status: Site Selection/Design
Project Details: This project will provide funding for the construction of a replacement fire station for the current Fire
Station #5 located at 1090 Whit Davis Road. This project includes land acquisition, design, construction, fueling station,
station equipment, and other related costs to meet facility standards for a suburban design comparable to previous
design prototypes that provides adequate space for current and future expansion. Additionally, to the extent allowed by
law, funds may be used as matching funds for leveraging grant opportunities.
Project Update: The User Group has been created and held a kick-off meeting on May 24, 2022 . The User Group will
start identifying the requirements for the site selection criteria. It was agreed that the current fire station template
needs to be reconfigured for a more current design layout. The SPLOST office has started to develop an RFP (Request for
Proposals) for procuring the services of a Design Professional with the input from the User Group on the certain needs
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within the design change. Additional UG meetings will be held for further discussions on site selection criteria and RFP
information.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – LEISURE SERVICES
Sandy Creek Park Renovations – SPLOST 2011 Project #14, Sub-Project #7 – Playground Replacement
Total Project Budget: $1,935,000
Sub-Project Budget: $253,700
Status: User Group Selection
Project Details: This project is for the replacement of the tot lot playground at Sandy Creek Park. The playground is
approximately 26 years old and is the oldest in the system. This project is being supplemented with $125,000 funding
from SPLOST 2011, Project #16.
Project Update: A new user group has been established for the playground replacement design. The group held its kickoff meeting on April 15, 2022. Anticipated schematic design is scheduled for late Spring 2022.
Bishop Park Improvement Project
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 19
Total Project Budget: $4,900,000
Status: Schematic Design
Project Designer: Lose Design
Project Details: This project will provide funding for the most critical improvement needs as identified in the Bishop Park
Master Plan, as may be amended by the Mayor and Commission from time to time. The initial improvements
reconstruction of the aquatics area, including replacement of the pool and ancillary structures, new splash pad, pool
house with restrooms, new playground with an adjacent pavilion and restrooms.
Project Update: Public input survey for the Schematic Design was available from May 16 through June 5. In-person
public input sessions were May 24, May 29 and June 5. The Bishop Park Improvements work session presentation was
presented on June 14 to M&C. The Bishop Park Pool Schematic Design will be voted on August 5. If approved, the
Architect will begin Design Development drawings for the User Group to review.
Memorial Park Improvement Project
Funding Source: 2020 SPLOST, Project 16
Total Project Budget: $5,794,740
Status: Planning
Project Details: This project will provide funding for the redevelopment/renovation of areas within Memorial Park.
Depending upon costs and funding availability, these areas may include, but not be limited to, the dog park area,
playground, picnic shelter(s), trails, renovation of restrooms to comply with ADA standards, other park elements as may
be needed, and general infrastructure, such as improvements to stormwater facilities which may include design and
construction of items such as dredging and enlarging the lake's forebay, increasing the capacity of the forebay's spillway,
draining and dredging the lake, removing the island, restoration of the lake's edge habitat, dam repairs, reconstruction
of the dam's emergency spillway, and replacement of ancillary stormwater infrastructure including, but not limited to,
drainage swales, culverts, catch basins, retaining walls, curb and gutter, or any other required elements as specified by
engineers. Additionally, to the extent allowed by law, funds may be used as matching funds for leveraging grant
opportunities.
Project Update: The User Group met on May 3 and 17, 2022 to group potential projects and to review results of the
User Group’s project prioritization. The User Group also reviewed the public engagement survey and story map as well
as the public engagement schedule and tabling events that will begin in mid-June 2022.
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DEPARTMENTS
Transit:
 Ridership Data for April, 2022
o ACCGov Transit Department provided 70,600 passenger trips May 2022, a 27.37% (26,599 passenger
trips) decrease from April 2022 (97,199 passenger trips), and a 30.56% increase
over May 2021 (49,025 passenger trips).





o

Historic ridership for May, is 63,344 passenger trips (four-year May FY 2018-2021, average). ACCTD system
ridership for the month of May 2022 is up 11.45%, an increase of 7,256 passenger trips, over four-year historic
average.

o

Historically (four-year Y-T-M, FY 2018-2021, average), ACCTD system-wide ridership averaged approximately
1,074,413 passenger trips July-May. ACCTD has provided 917,471 passenger trips July 2021-May 2022, a 14.6%
(156,942 passenger trips) deficit relative to historic ridership levels.

o

ACCTD provided 61,492 weekday passenger trips during May 2022. ACCTD provided a weekday average of 2,928
passenger trips daily, for May 2022.

o

ACCTD provided 9,108 passenger trips on weekends during April 2022. ACCTD provided an average of 1,012
passenger trips each weekend service day.

Transit Administration:
o MACORTS: Assistant Director Pat Hale and Marketing Coordinator Rachel Hopkins attended the Madison
Athens-Clarke Oconee Regional Transportation Study (MACORTS) Policy Committee meeting on June 8th.
MACORTS provides a transportation planning mechanism for the urbanized area including all of Athens-Clarke
County, the northern half of Oconee County, the southernmost portion of Madison County, and portions of
Oglethorpe and Jackson Counties. Several transportation improvements were discussed including one at the
interchange at 10 Loop and Atlanta Highway in Clarke County.
o

Intercity Bus Travel may return to the Multimodal Transportation Center (MMTC):
ACCGov Transit is currently in discussion with intercity bus lines FlixBus and Greyhound regarding the use of the
MMTC as their local station which would expand transit rider’s options to the southeast and beyond.

o

Prior to the Pandemic, intercity travel was available from Multimodal via FlixBus and Megabus. Greyhound’s
station was moved to Atlanta Highway when ACC Transit’s Transfer Center was relocated to E. Broad.

o

Remote Transfer Facility: Potential locations for up to three remote transit transfer facilities have been refined
after applying public input and selection criteria to possible sites. Site plans are currently being created for
viable sites as the selection process moves into the next phase.

Transit Operations:
o Expanded Driver Training: The reduced summer transit schedule has opened up the opportunity for Transit
Operations to expand cross-training of current Transit Vehicle Operators. New safety training practices are also
being implemented during this time.

SNAPSHOT :: PAGE 24 OF 65





Transit Maintenance:
o Environmental Protection Department (EPD) Transit Triennial Fuel Site Compliance review: The EPD conducted
a fuel site review at ACCGov Transit this month. It was determined that one unleaded fuel probe needs to be
replaced. The replacement is scheduled for June 6th and once completed, the EPD will issue a three-year
compliance certificate.
o

Five-year tire lease RFP: ACCGov Transit Maintenance Staff is in the process of writing tire RFP specifications
which will be released for solicitation by June 27th. Evaluations of responses will begin on July 27th, and the
contract will be awarded one week later.

o

Driver Seating Cover and Foam Replacement. All parts will be in by July 2022 and the installation completed by
August 15th 2022.

o

Surveillance System Maintenance Training: Transit is replacing outdated surveillance systems and installing new
surveillance systems on its fleet. Training on the system is being provided by Luminator Technology Group on
June 7th.

o

Battery Electric Bus update – Construction for the Battery Electric Bus (BEB) infrastructure installation project
started on May 10th, 2022. Conduit has been installed to supply power to the BEB transformer that Georgia
power has on hand for Transit. Maintenance is working on making modifications to its perimeter fencing I order
to accommodate the new transformer. In addition, a vendor is preparing a quote for a switch gear needed to
supply power to the individual charging stations. Transit Maintenance Manager Derick Gandy is also working on
the purchase of charging stations utilizing an existing contract sourced out of Florida. The original requested BEB
grant funding is insufficient due to hyperinflation. A request has also been sent to GDOT to increase electric bus
funding.

o

Bus Training Simulator – ACCGov Transit is working towards the purchase of a bus operations simulator utilizing
a GSA contract for bus operator training. This will improve operator training and efficiencies. Maintenance is
working procuring a bus simulator for operations. Staff plan on utilizing a Sourcewell contract to purchase the
simulator. The simulator is expected to be on-site by September 15th.

Marketing and Public Outreach:
o Second Chance Employment Group: ACCGov Transit is collaborating with the Second Chance Employment group
to ensure reliable transportation to jobs. An initial meeting was held on May 5th. Collateral, information and
additional transit training sessions will be provided to the individual members.
o

Interactive ‘How to Ride’ at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute: In-person learning returns to OLLI @ UGA, a
dynamic learning and social community for adults 50+. ACCGov Transit Marketing conducted a class called
“Making ACCGov Transit Work for You” on Wednesday, May 17th. The class included in-person instruction
followed-by a field trip utilizing the ACC Transit system where the learning continued at the Multimodal
Transportation Center.

o

UGA New Student and Transfer Orientation Resource Fair: UGA welcomes over 6,000 freshman and 1500
transfer students each summer and provides access to resources at 24 Orientation Resource Fairs. The Fairs
began June 2nd and will continue throughout the summer. ACCGov Transit is hosting an informational table to
build awareness of the system and assist students with their transportation needs.
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o

ACC Library ‘Family Fun Day’, June 4th: ACCGov Transit provided a bus, trivia games, and information in order to
provide an interactive experience for current and future Transit riders.
An ACCGov Transit Bus was staged at the Family Fun Day alongside an
informational table so participants could get a first-hand view of
the bus.

o

Hot Corner Festival, June 10–12: ACCGov Transit was delighted to take part in the 2022 Hot Corner Festival,
which returned after a 3-year hiatus due to the COVID-9 Pandemic. The Festival celebrated historically AfricanAmerican businesses in Athens. Music, dance, and soul food took center stage. ACCGov Transit is included in all
Festival publicity, displayed banners on the stage and provide information in all ‘swag bags’, and hosted an
informational table at the event.
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o

Manufacturer’s Executives Roundtable: Rachel Hopkins is working with the Athens Manufacturers Executives to
help facilitate reliable transportation for employees. Rachel is the invited guest presenter at the next
Manufacturer’s Executive Roundtable Meeting on June 16th where she will outline Transit options and provide
information in order to help with employee retention, recruitment and benefit.

o

Red & Black Advertising: ACCGov Transit has confirmed a year-long advertising contract with UGA’s The Red &
Black, securing a 20% discount and ensuring significant publicity within the University Community and beyond.

o

La Mejor Radio: ACCGov Transit begins advertising in June on ‘La Mejor Radio’ which serves the Hispanic
Community in Athens and North Georgia.

o

Digital Wayfinding: ACCGov Transit Marketing continues to update, monitor and utilize 50 Digital Displays to
convey transit information and assist passengers with wayfinding.

Transportation & Public Works:
 Transportation & Public Works Streets & Drainage staff completed 5 Commission Work Requests and 91 stormwater
and roadway work orders in May.


Streets and Drainage staff completed the Camelot Drive pipe replacement. Staff received a very nice thank you
letter from a citizen who stopped by and communicated with onsite staff often throughout the work.



On Creek Plantation near the intersection of Tallassee Rd., the metal storm pipe under the road had completely
disintegrated. Landscape Management noticed this and notified Streets and Drainage. Work immediately began so
to advert a roadway failure. A new HP Storm pipe has been installed.



During Public Works Week, staff enjoyed a cookout while honoring Carey Lamey, ACCGov Transportation and Public
Works employee of the year.

Assistant Director Rani Katreeb gave Carey his award
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Staff completed work on the stormwater pipe failure at 160 Camelot ln. This is a large project which includes the
installation of 2 manholes.

Before


In Progress

`

Complete

Crews continued with routine work, including cleaning 8.48 miles of curb and gutter, picking up 13 dead animals,
and repairing 421 feet of sidewalk. Crews filled 20 potholes while also completing 110.1 square yards of full depth
patching.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – LEISURE SERVICES
Park Facilities Improvements – Rails-to-Trails Network Program
Sub-Project #3 - Firefly Trail – Hancock Road - Winterville
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 06
Total Project Budget: $16,166,455
Sub-Project Budget: $3,500,000 Trail
Status: Final Design and Land Acquisition
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Project Details: This section of trail consists of approximately 3.5 miles of trail. The surface of the trail will depend on
funding availability. Its pathway is from the end of Sub-Project #2 at Hancock Road and terminates in Winterville at the
Moores Grove Road/Athens Road intersection. The proposed trail alignment generally follows the abandoned Georgia
Railway rail bed and is approximately 3.5 miles in length.
Project Update: The Preliminary Plans for the first portion of Sub-Project #3 were approved by M&C on October 6, 2020
with the remainder of the Preliminary Plans approved on March 3, 2021. Final Design for Firefly Trail Sub-Project #3 is in
progress. Land Acquisition efforts (acquiring the necessary easements for trail construction) are in progress with 26 of
the 72 parcels acquired.
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Sub-Project #4 – Firefly Trail – Trail Creek Crossing
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 06
Total Project Budget: $16,166,455
Construction Budget: $5,635,900
Status: Construction
Project Designer: Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc.
Project Contractor: Astra Group, LLC
Project Details: Sub-project 4 consists of the design and construction of a bridge to span Trail Creek inside Dudley Park
and over Poplar Street to complete an at-grade level pathway providing a continuous trail on the previously complete
Firefly Trail sections. M&C awarded a construction contract to Astra Group, LLC on December 1, 2020.
Project Update: Contractor has assembled and installed the arch section located at the Poplar St side. An as-built of the
arch has been completed so that the spandrel columns can be accurately fabricated based on the actual location of the
installed arch. The trail side arch drawings have been approved and the spandrel columns are in the process of refabrication. Delivery of the fabricated spandrel steel is expected to be delivered early July.

Oconee Rivers Greenway Project
Sub-Project #2 – Oconee Hill Cemetery Segment
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 05
Total Project Budget: $3,808,000
Construction Budget: $3,187,900
Status: Construction
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Construction Manager at Risk: Astra Group, LLC
Project Details: Project Concept was approved by the M&C on August 4, 2015. Preliminary Plans were approved by
M&C on September 6, 2016. This greenway trail generally traverses the Oconee Hill Cemetery (OHC) property with the
northern and southern ends connecting the existing greenway. The trail is proposed to be a 12’ wide concrete trail that
is approximately 3,600 linear feet in length (alignment generally follows existing sanitary sewer route along the river)
and will connect the trail along the river from Sandy Creek Nature Center to College Station. On December 1, 2020,
M&C approved the final easement with the OHC Board. M&C awarded contract to Astra Group, LLC on January 6, 2021.
Astra Group, LLC services included pre-construction and construction phase services.
Project Update: Construction is continuing with approximately 2,950 linear feet (64%) of the trail completed. After
bridge deck removal along the river, concrete pouring of phase 3 is set to begin. Construction completion is scheduled
for December 2022.
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Oconee Rivers Greenway Project
Sub-Project #7 – Oak-Oconee Street Underpass segment
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018 Project 05
Total Sub-Project Budget Amount: $1,000,000
Status: Final Design
Project Designer: GDOT is responsible for initial design
Project Details: Project Concept was approved by the M&C on March 6, 2018. Preliminary Plans were approved by M&C
on June 2, 2020. This greenway trail generally traverses along the river connecting Dudley Park and Easley's Mill
Segment of the North Oconee River Greenway. The underpass will be feasible upon completion of the GDOT bridge
replacement project over the river providing room for the trail. This segment also requires a small boardwalk section
over Trail Creek within Dudley Park. GDOT is scheduled to begin bidding and construction process in October 2022 with
an anticipated 30 month construction time period.
Project Update: The project is continuing to progress towards final design completion along with coordination with
GDOT.

CAPITAL PROJECTS – TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC WORKS
West Broad Area Pedestrian Improvements
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018 Project #13
Project Budget: $3,860,000
Status: Planning
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Project Details: Potential project options include sidewalks, multi-use trail, pedestrian traffic lights, traffic management
devices and other general streetscape improvements to improve pedestrian movement within the West Broad
neighborhood area.
Project Update: The West Broad/West Hancock intersection improvements project has been making good progress on
its schedule. The consultant team has collected traffic data and initiated traffic analysis, completed field surveying and
mapping, identified environmental resources, and initiated validation of the previously prepared roundabout concept
layouts. Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) approved the Concept Report in August and held their
Avoidance and Minimization Measure Meeting in September. TPW staff presented at the November M&C Work
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Session. GDOT hosted a virtual Public Information Open House that concluded in May 2022, and TPW staff met with
stakeholders. The long-range schedule includes Preliminary Plans completed in late 2022, Final Plans in 2024, and
construction in January 2025.
2021 Pavement Maintenance Project
Funding Source: General Fund, SPLOST, TSPLOST, and GDOT Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG)
Project Budget: $6,700,000
Status: Construction
Project Description: The CY21 PMP will include resurfacing and preventative maintenance of multiple roads throughout
ACC. The roadway segments were selected based on ratings performed in 2019 using a new automated rating system.
Paving operations are expected to commence in June and end in April 2022.
Project Update: The contractor has finished all major resurfacing and standalone patching operations. Staff is awaiting
a final invoice to close out the project.

Tallassee Road Bridge over CSX Railroad Replacement
Funding Source: General Fund, SPLOST, and TSPLOST
Project Budget: $6,114,060
Status: Construction
Project Description: The project includes the replacement of Tallassee Road Bridge over the CSX Railroad southwest of
the existing alignment, building new approaches to the structure, and rebuilding the traffic signal at Tallassee Road and
Westchester Drive. The new bridge is proposed to consist of two 12-foot travel lanes, a 5-foot sidewalk, and a 10-foot
multi-use trail.
Project Update: E.R. Snell has completed the installation of piles, poured foundation, and has begun pouring columns
for Bent 2 of the new bridge. They are setting up a larger hammer for installing piles in the foundations for Bent 3. Bent
2 and Bent 3 are the intermediate bents of the new bridge which are closest to CSX Railroad. Southeastern Connections,
the contractor working for Southern Company Gas to relocate the existing gas main, has completed the crucial bore
under the existing CSX Railroad and is working to wield and thread the new gas main through the completed bore.
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Lexington Highway Corridor Improvements
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 14
Project Budget: $3,860,191
Status: Preliminary Design
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Project Details: Lexington Highway Corridor Improvements Project, includes funding for specific improvements to the
Lexington Highway Corridor that are to be approved by Mayor and Commission. Improvements eligible for the funding
include, but are not limited to: landscaped/concrete median(S), additional sidewalks, multi-use trail, separated bike
lanes, and improvements of intersections at Winterville Rd, Gaines School Road, and Whit Davis Road.
Project Update: Project information and studies can be found at the following location:
https://www.accgov.com/lexingtonhighway. On September 7, 2021, M&C approved the User Group’s recommended
project priority list. Preliminary design phase has begun. Survey effort is in progress. Public Information open house
will be held on June 23, 2022 at the ACCGovPolice Department Training Room.
Atlanta Highway Corridor Improvements
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 15
Project Budget: $3,860,191
Status: Preliminary Design
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Project Details: Atlanta Highway Corridor Improvements Project, includes funding for specific improvements to the
Atlanta Highway Corridor that are to be approved by Mayor and Commission. Improvements eligible for the funding
include, but are not limited to, landscaped/concrete median(s), interconnecting parcel additional sidewalks, multi-use
trail, separated bike lanes, and potential intersection improvements.
Project Update: Project information and studies can be found at the following location:
https://www.accgov.com/atlantahighway. On September 7, 2021, M&C approved a Commission Defined Option (CDO)
detailing an expansion of work recommended by the User Group. The User Group has begun working through the
direction provided by M&C CDO. Preliminary design phase has begun on M&C approved sections. Survey effort is in
progress.
Clayton Street Infrastructure and Transportation Improvements
Funding Source: SPLOST 2005 Project 10 & TSPLOST 2018 Project 09
Project Budget: $8,376,121
Status: Construction
Project Designer: Ty Lin, Inc.
Construction Manager at Risk: Astra Group, LLC
Project Details: Project includes improvements to Clayton Street, between Pulaski Street and N. Thomas Street, and
connecting side streets. The improvements will include items such as: better stormwater management and standing
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water removal; wider sidewalks with fewer pedestrian conflicts; new streetlights; new traffic signals on fewer poles;
public art; wider travel lanes for vehicles and enlarged parking spaces; expanded areas for pedestrians; bicycle
improvements; and more trees and landscaping areas. The Mayor and Commission approved the streetscape design and
the public art component in 2019. The full project is expected to be completed by spring 2022.
Project Update: Work on the Clayton Street Improvements Project continues with the installation of new electrical
conduit “duct banks” in the corridor. These conduits will be used for wiring for street lighting, fiber optic cabling,
downtown cameras, traffic and pedestrian signals, and other data and electrical needs. Spare conduits are also being
installed for future needs as they may arise. Duct bank installation is complete.
The streetscape portion of the work is mostly complete to Wall Street on the north side, and Jackson Street on the south
side of Clayton Street, and on the west side of South Jackson Street to West Broad Street. Work has also progressed on
the north side of Clayton Street towards Thomas Street and is progressing towards Wall Street on the south side. As the
streetscape efforts progresses, Astra will coordinate necessary sidewalk closures in the area and provide pedestrian
ramps or bridges to allow continued access to businesses.
For more information about the East Clayton Street Improvements Project, visit www.accgov.com/clayton.

Prince Avenue Corridor Improvements
Funding Source: TSPLOST 2018, Project 16
Project Budget: $3,860,191
Status: Concept Design
Project Designer: Alfred Benesch, Inc. (on-call designer)
Project Details: Prince Avenue Corridor Improvements Project, includes funding for specific improvements to the Prince
Avenue Corridor that are to be approved by Mayor and Commission. Improvements eligible for the funding include, but
are not limited to, landscaped/concrete median(s), additional sidewalks, multi-use trail, separated bike lanes, and
potential intersection improvements at the intersections of Milledge Avenue, King Avenue, and Park Avenue/Talmadge
Drive.
Project Update: The User Group has developed a priority project list that was presented at the January 11, 2022 M&C
Work Session. M&C approved this list at their February Voting Session. A short-term solution to improve pedestrian
crossings at Park Street and Talmadge Drive will be implemented once Georgia DOT approves them. The preliminary
design phase for a pilot project from Barber Street to Pulaski Street will be presented to M&C at the June 2022 Work
Session for August approval.
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DEPARTMENTS/AGENCIES
Animal Services:
Animal Dispositions for 5-01-2022 through 5-31-2022
Dispositions
All animals Canine Feline
Adopted
50
26
24
DAK
0
0
0
DOA
10
5
4
Escaped
2
2
0
Euthanized
26
2
2
Reclaimed
27
26
1
RTO
0
0
0
RTW
1
0
0
Stolen
0
0
0
Turned Over
64
35
29

Other
0
0
1
0
22
0
0
1
0
0

Central Services:
800 MHz Radio System Performance:
May 20, 2022 – At least 17 different departments and agencies responded to a mutual aid request to assist with the
rescue of a female hiker that had fallen from the top of Raven Cliff Falls in Helen after she tried to take a photo from the
peak of the cliffs. In order for these different departments to come together and work as one, they needed help to
bridge any gaps in communication. That is where Athens-Clarke County was able to come in. We deployed our
Emergency Management Communications Van, along with our expert Radio Systems Coordinator, Howell McKinnon.
This van has the capabilities to tie together all of the portable radios from the various coordinating agencies at the
emergency to a common channel. Howell works tirelessly to assure that communications are optimal both at a local
level and on multi-agency responses. We are glad to report that this incident had a positive outcome. In a miraculous
turn of events, the hiker was able to walk with assistance back to the Command Post for evaluation and to be
transported to the hospital for minor injuries.
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Code Enforcement:
 Code Enforcement Violations
COMMON CODE
VIOLATIONS
2022
Signs in Right of Way
Front Yard Parking
Junk Vehicles
Trash Rollcarts
TOTAL

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

850
11
7
25
893

3,205
15
18
54
3,292

6,035
29
25
81
6,170

9,705
43
37
108
9,893

13,455
53
46
126
13,680

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Corrections:
 Ten Returning Citizens were released in the month of May 2022. Seven of those releases were from the
Diversion/Transition Center who returned home employed and with significant work earnings to assist them in
establishing their post-release lives. Ervin A. released with $74.79 saved per day; Brandon F.’s release check
averaged $68.17 per day; Perry O. earned $65.77 each day; and Kristopher B. released with $87.82 per day.


Corrections has partnered with the Transportation and Public Works’ Streets and Drainage division to level an area
of the recreation yard for the installation of a custom-built commercial dog kennel. Once delivered, Central Services’
Facilities Management division will make the necessary plumbing and electrical connections. When the kennel is
ready, our partnership with Animal Services will allow Corrections to serve as a foster to alleviate the shelter. The
ten-dog kennel will give an opportunity to Returning Citizens to train dogs, otherwise at risk of euthanasia, for
adoption. Inspired by other dog programs in jails and corrections institutions across the country, this program is
proven to benefit the animals as well as greatly reduce the recidivism risk for the engaged Returning Citizens.



Corrections is very proud to partner with Goodwill to offer computer classes for multiple Returning Citizens engaged
in the Diversion/Transition Center. This program enhances participants’ familiarity with the increasing demands of
online applications and document preparation, such as resumes. Nine participants have joined this program in May.



In gearing Returning Citizens for a Transition Center, or release home, Counselor Fambro provided Motivation for
Change. 15 Returning Citizens graduated in May, including four individuals already participating in the Transition
Center.
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Our partner, ACTION, Inc. completed a series of programs titled #1 DADS. This program promotes responsible
fatherhood, healthy marriage and economic stability through the provision of workshops, case management and job
skills training. In May, eight Returning Citizens in the Diversion/Transition Center began participating.



Furthermore, ACTION, Inc. offered their Industrial Associate program to five Returning Citizens. In this program,
participants earned their forklift, OSHA 10, Lean Sigma Six, Cranes & Rigging, and CPR/First Aid certifications.



Through our partnership with Athens Technical College, two students earned their GED’s. Kamil F. is part of the
Diversion/Transition Center, and the department is working with Santiago M. to help him become eligible for the
program.



Piedmont-Athens Regional continues to provide two programs each month. Tai Chi is a very popular program for
Returning Citizens, as 20 participants attended the exercise opportunity in May. Later in the month, Strength
Training was offered to another 12 participants.



With gratitude to Central Services for their efforts tracking on-the-job-training hours and accomplishments,
Corrections recognized four more Grounds-related certifications in April:
 Santiago M. – GDC 1001694112 – 280 hours Grounds Landscaper (1/25/22 – 4/7/22)
 William M. – GDC 1001428790 – 280 hours Grounds Landscaper (1/24/22 – 4/7/22)
 Cody P. – GDC 1001988280 – 280 hours Grounds Landscaper (2/25/22 – 4/28/22)
 Brandon R. – GDC 1001204484 – 180 hours Grounds Keeping (2/2/22 – 4/26/22)



In May, Corrections staff completed a total of 117 hours of Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
programs to maintain and enhance officer certifications.



The Diversion Center celebrated its 10th anniversary (May 11, 2012 – May 11, 2022). In the past decade, this
program has worked with 1,321 individuals, including 265 returning citizens from the state system (beginning with a
pilot program in 2017).

Fire and Emergency Services:
 On May 5, the Advantage Behavioral Health IDD Center on Barrington Drive stopped by fire station #5 with cards
and words of appreciation for firefighters.
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On May 6, ACCFES personnel attended the 2022 Spring Career Fair hosted by Athens Community Career Academy.
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On May 11, ACCFES responded to a structure fire on Valleybrook Drive.



On May 12, ACCFES responded to a structure fire at 1650 E. Broad Street.



On May 12, ACCFES responded to a fire alarm activation at Arch Village Apartments. The first arriving engine
company made a rapid search of the apartment and found no one inside. The crew discovered the fire had been
extinguished by the sprinkler system.



On May 15, the American Red Cross & ACCFES participated in a Smoke Detector Blitz in the area of 950 Danielsville
Road. Smoke detectors were installed in the Highland Greens neighborhood.



On May 16, Sergeant Emily Thompson attended Whit Davis Elementary School’s Career Fair. Students in grades 3-5
were introduced to what it would be like to be a firefighter. After trying on firefighting gear the most common
remark was “Oh my, this is really heavy!”
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May 19, 2022 ACCFES was dispatched to a report of a structure fire on Chesterton Drive. Upon arrival of the first
unit to the scene it was reported a two-story wood frame home had heavy fire involvement along the roofline.
Everyone had evacuated the structure and it was confirmed all family members and pets were accounted for. The
residents were alerted of fire by smoke detectors.



On May 20, at least seventeen different departments and agencies responded to a mutual aid request to assist with
the rescue of a hiker that had fallen from the top of Raven Cliff Falls in Helen after trying to take a photo from a peak
of cliffs. In order for these different departments to come together and work as one, they needed help to bridge any
gaps in communication. That is where Athens-Clarke County was able to come in. We deployed our Emergency
Management Communications Van, along with our Radio System Coordinator, Howell McKinnon. This van has the
capabilities to tie together all of the portable radios from the various coordinating agencies at the emergency to a
common channel. This incident had a positive outcome in miraculous turn of events, the hiker was able to walk with
assistance back to the Command Post for evaluation and to be transported to the hospital for minor injuries.
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On May 24, Engine 28’s crew went to Whitehead Road Elementary School for their field day. After their hard work
during the school year and on the field, they wanted to cool off. Engine 28 sprayed the students with water to cool
them off.

Police Services:
 On May 12, 2022, ACCPD partnered with the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office to host the Annual Athens-Clarke County
Peace Officers Memorial Service at the Athens-Clarke County Jail. This ceremony was held to celebrate the memory
of our fallen Peace Officers who died in the line of duty that include Herman Karl Stein, Donald Moon, Thomas Earl
Bowels, James Clark, and Elmer Basco "Buddy" Christian, III. Interim Police Chief Jerry Saulters, Father Michael
Revak, Mayor Kelly Gritz, Manager Blaine Williams and Sheriff John Q. Williams made remarks to the families of the
fallen officers and guests. We are grateful for the service of these police officers and deputy and thankful to their
families for allowing us to honor them with this event.
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On April 16, at approximately 2:00AM, the Athens-Clarke County Police Department responded to a shooting on
Cone Drive in Nellie B homes. Upon arrival, officers located a male who had been shot. The victim died as a result of
his injuries. The investigation is ongoing. Crime Stoppers is offering a $1,000 reward for information leading to the
arrest of the person or persons involved in this incident. Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to
contact Detective Lister at (762) 400-733 or via email at hovie.lister@accgov.com. Anonymous tips can be made by
calling the Crime Stoppers Tip Line at (706) 705-4775.



On May 24, at approximately 1:25 pm, ACCPD responded to a shooting report near E. Carver Drive and Cone Drive.
Upon arrival, officers located a 17-year-old male subject with a gunshot wound. A short time later, a 16-year-old
male subject drove up to the scene with a gunshot. Both subjects were transported to a local hospital with non-lifethreatening injuries. Detectives with the Athens-Clarke County Police Department identified a 14-year-old male as
the suspect of the May 24, 2022 shooting of two teens that occurred in the area of East Carver Drive and Cone Drive.
Juvenile pickup orders were obtained charging the suspect with four counts of Aggravated Assault. On May 27,
2022, the juvenile was taken into custody by the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office. The investigation into this incident is
still ongoing. Anyone with information is asked to contact Detective Johnson at 762-400-7060 or via email at
Paul.Johnson@accgov.com.



On May 31, at approximately 11:30PM, the Athens-Clarke County Police Department responded to the 100 block of
Hawthorne Avenue in reference to a Discharging Firearms call. Upon arrival, officers located a 29-year-old male that
had been shot. On June 2, 2022, the Athens-Clarke County Police Department arrested a 22-year-old female for the
May 31, 2022 shooting of the 29-year-old male that occurred on Hawthorne Avenue. The suspect is charged with
Aggravated Assault. The investigation remains ongoing. Anyone with information related to this incident is asked to
contact Detective Black at 762-400-7058 or via email at scott.black@accgov.com.



ACCPD received numerous reports of Motor Vehicle Thefts as a result of keys being left in unlocked vehicles. ACCPD
reminds the community to lock doors and remove keys and valuables from vehicles.
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Arrest Made in Large Scale Identity Fraud Case: The Athens-Clarke County Police Department has secured warrants
on a large group of suspects related to Identity Fraud and related crimes with victims linked to these suspects being
identified in 25 different states. The majority of these warrants were for Identity Fraud, but charges were also
secured in this case for Forgery (check and non-check related), and Possession of Fictitious/Altered Identification
Documents. Anyone with information about these incidents, or who may be a victim of identity fraud, is asked to
contact Detective Franco at Nathaniel.Franco@accgov.com or 762-400-7100.
News coverage regarding this investigation can be found at the following link:
https://www.fox5atlanta.com/video/1067946?fbclid=IwAR2h8_VE6MC67zTcj6QMPoUVnbOrsAThIH4x5YVlxAi90Ym
PC5QFaGzA-1E
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CRIME GRAPHS
These unofficial, preliminary NIBRS statistics are subject to change based on changing reporting requirements,
evolving investigations, delayed reporting, and error correction. They are not to be directly compared to
previous UCR charts or reports. Further information can be found at https://ucr.fbi.gov/nibrs-overview.
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Public Utilities:
 Water Reclamation:
UGA continues to collect samples 2x/week from all three of the ACCGov Water Reclamation Facilities
(WRF) and locations along the sewer trunk line. Dr. Erin Lipp, a professor of environmental health science
in UGA’s College of Public Health and principal investigator, extracts the virus RNA from filtered raw
sewage samples to understand the prevalence of COVID-19 in our area. The findings are shared and
updated Thursdays on the Center for the Ecology of Infectious Diseases website. The last update for the
end of April is as follows:
Key Weekly Update: Levels of SARS-CoV-2 RNA continued to increase across Athens-Clarke County this week,
exceeding more than 70% of all samples to date. This marks the fifth week in a row where the weekly average
has increased, reaching levels similar to those observed during the peak of the Delta wave in August 2021.
Reported clinical cases reached 19 new cases per day (7-day running average) as of Thursday, June 9.
June 6:
Viral load declined at both WRF B (west of Milledge Ave.) and C (eastside) compared to the prior sample
collection (June 1) but remained high. Concentration at WRF B declined to ~465,000 copies per liter and were
the highest among all three plants. Similarly, the concentration at WRF C declined to ~455,000 copies per liter.
Levels at WRF A (UGA, downtown, and northern Athens) increased to ~398,000 copies per liter.
June 8:
While levels at WRF A declined to ~198,000 copies per liter, concentrations at both WRF B and C increased to
over 1 million copies per liter at each plant. We have not observed two plants exceeding 1 million copies per
liter on a single day since mid-January 2022.
Our WRFs play an essential role in efforts to monitor the spread of COVID-19 in Athens, GA. Our facilities fight
pathogens and viruses like coronavirus through our treatment processes. This type of virus is very susceptible to
our disinfection. The Public Utilities Department is committed to protecting the public and environmental health of
the Athens community. We welcome the opportunity to contribute to this important work being conducted by
UGA.
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Drought:
Athens continues to receive enough rainfall to avoid the drier conditions the state's southern portion continues
to experience. Drought can spread quickly. If planning new plant installations, consider adding native,
drought- tolerant plants. Visit www.accgov.com/h2grow for suggested plants.


Watershed Protection Plan:
The PUD completes an annual Watershed Protection Plan to assess water quality, identify potential sources of
water quality impairment, and strategies for addressing and preventing threats to our water. In addition, the
PUD conducts stream walks along one stream per year. Stream walks allow us to visually assess water quality
along the main waterway and its tributaries. This year, we collected samples along Shoal Creek on the
Southeast end of Athens-Clarke County.

Water Supply:
Ensuring enough water supply to meet the needs of Athens takes planning and foresight. The PUD purchased
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the Rock Hill Quarry in 2021 to supply our residents with water for an estimated 100 years. Several PUD
employees visited the quarry in May to discuss phasing the quarry into a reservoir.

Sheriff:
 Fifteen training classes were held this month for 60 staff members including Mental Health First Aid, Cell Extraction,
Use of Force De-escalation, Pepperball Introduction and Mandatory Range Qualification for all Sworn personnel.
Assisted the DA’s Office in Range Qualifying.


On May 3, REQS Group Tour at the First Step Homeless Encampment with 13 CCSO staff members attending
including the Sheriff, Deputy Chief, Major, Captains and Programs Department staff to meet with Charles Hardy and
learn more about the services offered and ways CCSO can partner with First Step.



On May 5, the National Day of Prayer Breakfast was attended by ten members of the CCSO staff.



On May 5, the Career Fair at Clark Atlanta University was attended by the Community Outreach Division
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On May 6, Sheriff John Q. Williams and members of the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office read the book, Joe Joe the Dog
has Feelings, to children at Gaines School Road Elementary. We were excited to share the story, written by the
Sheriff John Q. William's childhood friend, of how Joe Joe helps others take actions to identify their feelings, control
those feelings, and then feel better.



On May 6, the Community Outreach Division participated in a Career Fair at Athens Community Career Academy



On May 7, members of the CCSO’s Community Outreach Division presented a No Bars program, in partnership with
the nonprofit Strong Base, Inc., to 20 youth about the life-long consequences of making unsafe or illegal choices. The
youth took a tour of an unused housing pod in the Athens-Clarke County Jail. Juvenile Court Judge Hull also
participated in the program.



On May 11, members of the Community Outreach Division and the Road helped staff a Mobile Food Pantry held at
the VFW on Sunset Dr. More than 10,000 pounds of food was distributed to families in need by the Foodbank of
Northeast Georgia.



On May 12, the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office partnered with the Athens-Clarke County Police Department to hold
the annual National Police Week Fallen Officers Ceremony in the Jail Parking lot. The families of fallen police officers
and a deputy were on hand to lay white roses on a wreath in memory of their loved ones.
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On May 16, members of the Community Outreach Division participated in a Career Fair at Whit Davis Elementary
School and had students try on gear and ask questions about being a law enforcement officer.



On May 16, to celebrate National Police Week and celebrate our outstanding staff, Sheriff John Q. Williams provided
lunch and dinner to all shifts this week.
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On May 17, members of the Community Outreach Division helped direct traffic and staff a monthly Mobile Food
Pantry held at the East Athens Development Cooperation. More than 10,000 pounds of food was distributed to
families in need by the Foodbank of Northeast Georgia.



On May 17, members of the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office attended the Protecting Houses of Worship training held
at Athens Church by the U.S. Attorney’s Office.



On May 18, the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office hosted our first Mobile Food Pantry distribution event hosted by the
B&B Theatres on Lexington Road. More than 40 volunteers helped distribute 10,000 pounds of food to 170 families
in need. We were proud to partner with the Foodbank of Northeast Georgia, UPG Police Department, Clarke Central
High School JROTC, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, ACC Public Information Office, Piedmont Athens Regional, and ACC Fire
Services for this event. We are working to make this a quarterly event.



On May 21, Members of the Community Outreach Division were present at the Armed Forces Day event at the VFW.
We let kids see a squad car and answered questions from the community.
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On May 21, members of the Recruitment Team staffed a table at the First Responder Career Fair at the Oconee
County Civic Center. More than 15 agencies were present but not one single applicant attended the event.



On May 22, Avid Bookshop graciously donated $450 in new paperback books to the Jail’s Lending Library in the
Programs Department. We are grateful for this donation to our Jail Residents.



On May 28, Members of the CCSO Community Outreach Division and Command Staff assisted with staffing for the
monthly food drive with iServe Ministries in the old Kmart parking lot on College Station Rd. helping distribute
30,000 pounds of food to more than 275 families.



On May 31, the Grand Jury members took at tour of the Athens-Clarke County Jail to learn how the jail is run, what
role the Sheriff’s Office plays in our community and more.



On May 31, the Community Outreach Division is partnering with ACCGov Solid Waste to distribute Tarps and
Bungees for covering loads to the Landfill.



For the month of April, CCSO had 1 sworn resignation with 1 Staff Member on FMLA and 3 Staff Members out for
Military Duty. The predominant challenge within the Jail is staffing and attempting to support hiring of new staff
continues to be a priority.



The Jail has no Covid cases at this time.



The Jail Resident count is trending up with 389 inmates at the end of this month.



7,637 people safely entered the Courthouse.



There were a total of 268 Jail Resident Court Appearances in the Courthouse and 275 Teleconference Appearances.



CCSO Warrant Services/Field Division served a total of 448 civil papers during the month and had 158 published sex
offenders residing in ACC.



The CCSO provided 21 Funeral Escorts within Athens-Clarke County in 30 days.



The CCSO provided Election Polling Location Security Detail for area precincts.
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Sgt. Prestridge successfully completed the 2022/Year 4 Annual CSM Assessment of the Clarke County Sheriff’s Office,
Tier 1 Law Enforcement Accreditation with CALEA.
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DEPARTMENTS
Building & Planning Activity:
2019
Calendar Yr

2020
Calendar Yr

2021
Calendar Yr

2022
YTD

1,283

1,212

1,002

496

267,870,892

205,100,145

317,043,399

159,448,067

5,153

6,293

4,322

1,690

Building Permits Issued
Building Permit
Valuations ($)
Building Inspections
Performed

Planning & Zoning Applications:
The graph below depicts the total amount of applications received each month in 2022 compared to 2021. Applications
in 2022 are separated by application type and are represented by the bars. Total applications for the year 2021 are
depicted by the blue trend line.

2022 Permit Applications by Month
Compared to 2021
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Public Utilities:
 The Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) is a temporary federal
program to assist eligible households in paying for drinking water and sewer services
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Assistance payments are applied directly to a qualified
customer’s water account. To apply for assistance, customers must email
clarke@ngocsbg.org to schedule an appointment to complete an application. The
Public Utilities Department does not accept applications, determine eligibility or the
amount awarded, or know the status of applications. Visit
www.accgov.com/waterbillhelp for eligibility requirements.


As we continue to manage through the pandemic, your
neighbors may be experiencing financial challenges that
make it difficult to stay current with their water bills. Project
SHARE is a bill-pay assistance program for Athens’ residents
facing financial crises. PUD customers can make one-time or
monthly contributions through the water bill to provide the
gift of water to neighbors in need. If in need of assistance,
contact the Water Business Office at 706-613- 3500 for a
referral to The Salvation Army. Project SHARE is a partnership with The Salvation
Army. Learn more or donate at www.accgov.com/ProjectSHARE.



Have you been surprised by a high water bill? Leaks are often the culprit, but you can
quickly take control of your water bill by monitoring your water use and registering to
receive leak notifications. WaterSmart is a FREE online water management tool that
sends leak notifications by text, voice, or email if a leak is suspected. You can also set
bill forecast notifications to alert you when your bill is predicted to go above your
specified amount. Visit www.accgov.com/WaterSmart to learn more and register.
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DEPARTMENTS
Management Team:
The ACCGov Management Team had their quarterly roadside clean-up May 14. The following people
participated: Jeff Montgomery and son, Ilka McConnell and daughter, Toni Meadow and husband, and Ryan
Hope and daughter.
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Central Services:
 Facilities Management:

Work Order Data 2021
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o

Per a request from Kent Kilpatrick, Leisure Services Director, Facilities Management was asked to replace blown
light bulbs on the scoreboards at Holland Park. This was in preparation of the little league program hosting
district all-stars beginning the last week of June, and the bulbs needed to be replaced by then. Everyone
involved, from Leisure Services, Central Services, & City Hall wanted to put forth our best efforts into offering a
quality facility for hosting the tournament. Facilities Management replaced all blown bulbs and the scoreboards
are 100% operational.

o

Facilities Management picked up and delivered back 30 tables from Cornerstone Church to the Board of
Elections office at 2555 Lexington Road in preparation for the Georgia Primary Election. Facilities Management
also delivered and picked up voting machines and supplies for the May elections. The staff that assisted with
this are Willie Craddick, Reggie Glenn, Christian Thorp, Johnny Wiley, Keith Lunsford, Wesley Baggett, Corey
Weaver, Tim Richardson, Jim Ware, and Daniel Santiago.
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o

Facilities Management repaired a leaking spigot around the pool at Bishop Park while determining other areas of
standing water were from the swimming pool. Facilities Management replaced all the open holes with concrete
around the deck and filled in all the holes around the perimeter of the pool fence.

o

Facilities Management attended a career fair at Athens Community Career Academy. Staff members from each
trade attended and spoke with students regarding career opportunities within Athens-Clarke County
Government.
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o

Keith Lunsford and Phil Thorp are working with Solid Waste at the landfill to add additional power to install 7
more blower fans for the mulch pile. The landfill currently only has 5 available. This would give them a total of
12 blower fans to help cool down the mulch.

o

The carpenters have completed the renovation to the Human Resources Department offices at the Satula
Avenue Building. This also included the Labor Crewleader putting together and moving a large quantity of
furniture.

o

Facilities Management has begun the renovation of the Solicitor’s Office on the 5th floor of the Courthouse. This
will give the Administrative Assistant a private office while allowing the public to still have access to her and at
the same time have privacy.

o

The complete HVAC system change-out at the Morton Theater began during the month of May. This work is
being performed by Comfort Systems USA.

Public Utilities:
The PUD continues to monitor the levels of Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM), a disinfection byproduct. The latest results
found our levels to be within limits of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GA EPD). In response to an
elevated reading in the third quarter of 2021, PUD increased the flushing schedule of the lines, added automatic
flushers, and carefully records the water flushed so it can be tracked and accounted for. Additionally, we are conducting
a Water Quality Optimization Study to perform a holistic review of water quality from source to tap to evaluate
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additional methods to reduce the formation of disinfection byproducts. The most recent testing results indicate these
actions are working as intended and lowering the TTHM levels.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Brooklyn Creek Interceptor Project Phase 1 and 2 Combined:
Traverses along tributary from Middle Oconee River to Baxter Street Same trench replacement then to King Avenue.
Easement acquisitions complete
Project Bid Date: April 15, 2021 (Bids came in over budget) Currently out for bid November 2021
Hazen Value - engineering
Upper North Oconee Interceptor Phase 2B Project
Bid Date: August 1, 2019
Project Cost: Mayor and Commission approved construction contract award on November 5, 2019 in the amount of
$10,722,722.
Notice to Proceed: February 2020
Approximately 77% complete
Revised estimated Date of Project Completion: January 2022
Work on the Upper North Oconee Interceptor Phase 2B Project is taking place along the Greenway between College
Avenue and Sandy Creek Nature Center. The project scope includes 1,745 linear feet (lf) of 36” pipe and appurtenances,
1,300 lf of 60” tunnel, and 30 lf of trench installation. The depth of the pipe varies from 30’ to 55’, with the deepest
portion under the Bypass. This sanitary sewer project will improve the capacity of the UNO Interceptor, which will
eliminate existing capacity issues and allow for expansion for industrial customers. The project will also move exposed
aerial sewer pipe along the North Oconee River to under the Loop with the installation of a new tunnel.
Project Update: The contractor has completed:
o completed the river crossing, including pipe installations
o all four shafts for tunnel boring machine (TBM) access
o setting and stacking out manholes West Side of Oconee River
o micro tunnel and pipe under Rail Road right of way
o installation of storm drain system on Alexander Street under Rail Road right of way
o Main Tunnel under Loop 10
o installing 1170’ of 36” Ductile Iron Pipe in the tunnel
o Contractor is continuing work on Alexander Street, i.e. paving, inverts, and fence installation
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Upper North Oconee Interceptor Phase 2C Project
Estimated Bid Date May 2021
Estimated Completion June 2022
Tanyard Creek Interceptor Improvements Phase 3
Anticipated Project Summer 2021
1950 Feet of 100 year old clay sewer pipe replaced
Bid awarded to Strickland & Son – $2.1 million
North Oconee & Middle Oconee Water Reclamation Facilities Improvements Project
Bid Date: August 26, 2021
Project Cost: Mayor and Commission approved construction contract award on November 2, 2021 in the amount of
$31,619,252 (29,225,100 to MB Kahn (construction) & $2,394,152 to Hazen (services during construction))
Notice to Proceed: February 10, 2022
Estimated Date of Project Completion: March 2024
The majority of this project takes place at the North Oconee Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) with the addition of a
thermal dryer for bio-solids, cloth media tertiary filtration, and a reuse pump station. A smaller portion of the project
work is at the Middle Oconee WRF, rerouting some plant drain system piping. The thermal dryer will allow for a drier
"cake," which refers to the solids that remain after the water has been removed from sludge. The additional water
removal dramatically lowers the volume of sludge produced and the costs for disposal. The cloth media filtration will
remove phosphorus before returning clean water to the river and assist PUD in meeting new regulatory standards. The
reuse pump station will allow recycled water to be pumped to UGA and the industrial areas for immediate use in cooling
towers. Work began to install thermal dryers in early March with the initial clearing and setting of erosion control.
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Central Services:
The following two emails were received from Human Resources in regards to the renovation of their office space:
 “I just wanted to let you know how much I personally appreciate the amazing employee we have in Willie
Craddick. I have known him since my days working at the 9-1-1 Center, and he has always been exceedingly
helpful with any facility maintenance need I reported or was on duty for when he arrived, including my office
renovation. This morning he went out of his way to assist me while I was building a new set of chairs for my
office at Human Resources. Tami Brown then relayed how he helped her with boxes and other new furniture
“debris” from our recent remodeling and reshuffling (also executed by your talented staff!). His willingness to
help at every turn is a rare quality these days, and I am so grateful he works for ACCGov!” - Sara Ivy


“I just wanted to take a minute to tell you how much I appreciate all the work the facilities team has been doing
in HR, including my office. Ron & Willie have both gone above & beyond (& always do) to get all the furniture
put together & arranged in our offices. I failed to tell Willie which part of my L-shaped desk I wanted my
keyboard tray. When I mentioned it to Ron, he said that it could be fixed, but it would involve virtually taking the
desk apart & redoing it. I didn’t want to put Willie through all that trouble, especially since I didn’t tell him, & I
said I could make it work….no worries. Before I knew it, Willie had moved the keyboard tray. I know that had to
have been a hassle, but he did it with a smile & said it was no problem. When I mentioned it to Ron, he also
smiled & said no worries. I shouldn’t have been surprised, though, that’s the way they always are. Thanks to
Corey & Johnny & everyone else who has been here taking care of us, too. We truly appreciate everything y’all
do!” - Traci Mason

Fire Department:
“Hi Blaine - I was having a drink with Heather Benham the other day and recounting an incident at the ARCH Village with
the Fire Department, and she suggested I share our experience with you - said you have a weekly shout out that you
might like to include this with (or something to that effect!). Last Thursday evening a device that was charging in one of
our Bridge To Home educational shelter units exploded and caused a fire. This was late evening, after staff left for the
day. The sprinklers shut it down but not before the fire department arrived - I was told by residents that when they
arrived, smoke was billowing out of the building and the residents believed and told the firemen that the family was in
the unit. I’m told the firemen immediately raced upstairs into the unit to save the family (fortunately they were not
actually at home). I arrived on the scene shortly after this, and found my program coordinator working with one of the
firemen to shut the sprinkler system off. Two units and our community center were absolutely flooded, and the firemen
(three trucks worth!) all pitched in to help muck out what was possible. They took the time to patiently explain to me
what needed to happen to reset the systems and to keep everyone safe in the interim. They helped calm all of the
kiddos milling around. The chief on site spent time examining the fire scene with me and patiently discussing my endless
safety related concerns and questions. And throughout all of this the firefighters continued taking turns to help move as
much water as possible out of the units. If they had not helped with this, we would have been doing it on top of finding
the displaced families a new place to sleep, gathering new bedding, finding the children clothes for school the next day,
etc etc. We don’t get to just call a cleaning company or water mitigation crew - we would have been doing it all
ourselves. It was so kind and so helpful. The Fire Department are all superheroes in my book. They did not have to
spend so much time after the fire was out, but by doing so they made a HUGE difference in the atmosphere at the
Village (their presence was so reassuring to the families) and a HUGE difference in my team’s workload that night and
over the next few days, and they probably saved us a significant amount of money, too. Had all of that water been
allowed to stand throughout the night, the water damage would be far worse. Attaching a quick vid I took of firemen
mopping out the community center unit, and a pic or two of the scene. They deserve all of the shoutouts!” – Shea Post,
Executive Director, Help Athens Homeless
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Leisure Services:
Email text regarding Athens Creative Theatre’s recent production:
“This evening was the first time a Young Athens Chautauqua scholar has performed under the aegis of Terry Powell and
Athens Creative Theater. I was blown away! The young performer was 12-year-old Lucca Fleenor, who has acted in a
number of local performances. The audience included among others, her family, Madeline and her husband, ACT
employees, and Lynn Battle Green, managing director of the Morton Theater where other ACT activities and
performances are held. Lucca was splendid! I am sorry the rest of you could not attend. This young lady has all the
makings for a future Chautauqua Scholar or whatever she aims for. Terry Powell is dedicated to her students and has the
vision, inspiration and power to enroll and lead young people. In the end, she cried, Lucca cried, and Madeline cried.
What better testimonial can you ask for?”
Public Utilities:
A plant operator from Orlando, FL, took a tour of our Drinking Water Treatment Plant to see how we do it in Georgia:
“Hello Jackie, I just want to say thank you for the tour as I learned a lot on how different surface treatment is to mine. Will
was a great guide during the event and I appreciate him answering my questions.”
Transportation & Public Works:
 Email from resident of Roberts Road:
“I would like to let you know about the great crew you have working on the eroded culvert on Camelot Lane on the
side street next to my house. Several times in the past weeks I have walked back to view progress on the
repairs. Each time I was welcomed and treated respectably as it was explained to me what was being done and
why. I could also tell from the work done that this group knows what they are doing and takes pride in their
work. Not always easy when working most of the day in the hot sun. Most Athens citizens don't have the occasion
to interface with the city's employees or comment on their experience. I did and thought I would show my
appreciation by sending you this message again commenting this is a great crew and I feel lucky Athens has such
skilled, knowledgeable and pleasant employees working for the city. I believe the first name of the crew supervisor
was Cary. Sorry I didn't catch his last name. If you have any questions you can reply to this email or contact me at
my home phone.”


Letter from resident of Annes Court:
“I want to express my appreciation for the assistance Mr. Hilmarr McGaha rendered in resolving a problem I recently
encountered. Earlier this year Verizon had Access Underground Services run phone lines in my neighborhood.
Unfortunately, workers drilled through a sewer line shattering the pipe. When a hard rain fell two weeks ago, the
shattered pipe blocked water coming downhill on Greenwood Drive. Consequently, the water tore a hole in the
surface and caused an extensive washout. Mud covered the intersection of Greenwood Drive and Annes Court. This
happened three more times in a two week period. Access’s attempt to stop the washouts failed. Mr. McGaha
identified the problem and informed Access that it bore responsibility for replacing the broken pipe. A work crew
SNAPSHOT :: PAGE 64 OF 65

organized by Access spent a day installing a new pipe, and Mr. McGaha was there to see that it was done according
to Athens standards. He did an excellent job of representing my interest as an Athens home owner.”
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