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        When it comes to sustainable water use at home, people of
all ages can share ways to use water wisely, such as not
running the water while brushing their teeth and taking shorter
showers. However, we would like to offer some tips to help
sustain our infrastructure, specifically regarding sewers, and
reduce waste.
              Taking a tour of one of our three water reclamation facilities offers an excellent
opportunity to learn about and observe behaviors that can be improved when caring
for our sewer system. If you take a look inside headworks, where solids (mostly
trash) are removed from the wastewater, you are sure to see certain types of trash.
Let me enlighten you about the items we see most frequently and the industry
names for some of these unique treasures. You will always encounter condoms
(Oconee River Whitefish), tampon applicators (beach whistles), and wipes tangled
up (mopheads), along with many other items that do not belong in the sewer. All the
trash we screen out of the wastewater will be taken to the landfill, and there is a cost
for each load we deliver. Not only can trash damage the machinery we use to clean
the wastewater and cause clogs, but as the pounds of trash we send to the landfill
increase, so does the cost of our operations. 
         So, what are some solutions to this trashiness? Of course, we promote the 4 Ps
of Flushing so that instead of listing everything that shouldn’t be flushed, we can
state the only things that should be flushed: Pee, Poo, Paper, and Puke. However,
that doesn’t eliminate this trash from existing. Here are some sustainable solutions
for our main offenders:



CONDOMS
P l e a s e d o n ot  s to p u s i n g  t h e s e.  I ’ ve  g ot  n ot h i n g  fo r  yo u  to re p l a c e t h i s  w i t h .
A l l  we a s k i s  t h a t  yo u  d o n ot  f l u s h  t h e m .  As s tate d  a b ove,  h av i n g  a  t ra s h  c a n
w i t h  a  l i d  c a n  b e a n  o pt i o n  fo r  m o re d i s c re et  a n d  l e s s  f ra g ra nt  d i s p o s a l .  

PERIOD PRODUCTS
Th e re a re s eve ra l  o pt i o n s fo r  a  z e ro -wa s te p e r i o d  t h a t
e l i m i n a te t h e p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f l u s h i n g  p e r i o d  p ro d u ct s d ow n  t h e
to i l et .  Re u s a b l e m e n s t r u a l  d i s c s o r  c u p s a re exc e l l e nt  c h o i c e s
f o r  i n s e r ta b l e i te m s.  Re u s a b l e p a d s a n d  p e r i o d  u n d e r we a r  a re
g re a t  o pt i o n s f o r  exte r n a l  p rote ct i o n .  I f  t h e s e o pt i o n s a re n ot
yo u r  c u p o f  te a ,  s i m p l y  e n s u re t h at  p e r i o d  p ro d u ct s d o n ot
e n te r  t h e s ewe rs by a l ways d i s p o s i n g  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e t ra s h .  

“ F l u s h a b l e” w i p e s a re m o re d u ra b l e
a n d  c a n  l e ave a  c l e a n e r  fe e l i n g  t h a n
to i l et  p a p e r  a l o n e.  C o n s i d e r  i n s ta l l i n g
a  b i d et  i f  i t  i s  t h e c l e a n  fe e l i n g  yo u
a re c h a s i n g .  S eve ra l  e a sy- to - i n s ta l l
b i d et  o pt i o n s wo u l d  c o s t  l e s s  t h a n  a
ye a r ’s  s u p p l y  o f  w i p e s.  I f  t h e
d u ra b i l i t y  o f  a  w i p e i s  w h at  ke e p s
t h e m  i n  yo u r  b a t h ro o m ,  c o n s i d e r
ex p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  d i f fe re nt  s e pt i c -
s a f e to i l et  p a p e r  b ra n d s.  I f  yo u  d o n’ t
wa n t  to  c h a n g e t h e h a b i t  o f  u s i n g
w i p e s,  c h a n g e t h e h a b i t  o f  f l u s h i n g
t h e m .  Wi p e s a re d et r i m e nta l  to  s ewe r
a n d  s e pt i c  sys te m s.  A  d e d i c a te d  t ra s h
c a n  w i t h  a  l i d  c a n  p rov i d e a  m o re
d i s c re et  a n d  l e s s  f ra g ra nt  d i s p o s a l
o pt i o n .  
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COMMON CULPRITS:

        Th a n k yo u  fo r  d o i n g  yo u r  p a r t  to  ke e p o u r  s ewe rs h a p py !  I f  yo u
a l re a d y fo l l ow o u r  4  P s  o f  f l u s h i n g ,  t h e b e s t  t h i n g  yo u  c a n  d o i s  s p re a d  t h e
wo rd  to ot h e rs  to  h e l p u s  ke e p o u r  m a c h i n e r y i n  t i pto p s h a p e a n d  l owe r
t h e c o s t s  o f  v i s i t s  to  t h e l a n d f i l l .  I f  yo u  a re i nte re s te d  i n  s e e i n g  t h e
wa s tewate r  fa c i l i t y  fo r  yo u rs e l f,  l o o k o u t  fo r  o u r  q u a r te r l y  p u b l i c  to u rs  o f
wate r  fa c i l i t i e s  o r  c o nta ct  m e at  kat i e . k i r k l a n d @ a c c g ov.c o m .  
        A n d  p l e a s e s to p f l u s h i n g  c o n d o m s,  I  c a n’ t  ke e p te l l i n g  o u r  Wate r
Re c l a m at i o n  Fa c i l i t y  f i e l d  t r i p s  o f  3 rd  g ra d e rs t h at  t h ey a re b a l l o o n s,  t h ey
a re s ta r t i n g  to n ot  b e l i eve m e !  
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