
THE UNIFIED GOVERNMENT OF ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY  
COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM 

 
SUBJECT: Naming of East Broad Street Bridge Over North Oconee River as Weaver D’s Bridge 

– Automatic for the People 
  
DATE: November 5, 2025 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The proposed action would rename the East Broad Street Bridge at North Oconee River as 
Weaver D’s Bridge – Automatic for the People.  

 
BUDGET INFORMATION: 
 
REVENUES:  N/A 
 
EXPENSES:  $450  FY26 Signs and Markings Operating Budget 
 
FUNDING SOURCE: Traffic Engineering General Operating Budget 
 
COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON:  January 6, 2026 

PURPOSE: 
To request that the Mayor and Commission approve the naming of East Broad Street Bridge 
over North Oconee River as “Weaver D’s Bridge – “Automatic for the People””.  

HISTORY: 
1. On September 7, 1999, Mayor and Commission (M&C) approved a new policy for the Naming 

of ACCGov Owned Facilities. 
 

2. In July 2017, Mayor Denson assigned the Government Operations Committee (GOC) with the 
tasks of updating the 1999 policy. 
 

3. On December 5, 2017, the M&C approved a new policy for the Naming and Renaming of 
Public Facilities, Parks, Natural Areas, and Amenities.  
 

4. On March 2, 2021, the M&C approved an updated policy for Naming of Public Facilities, Parks, 
Natural Areas, and Amenities that detailed the volume of community support required and 
provided new opportunities for public input. The policy further required that an individual 
must be deceased a minimum of three years before a facility can be named in his/her honor.  
 

5. On March 7, 2023, the M&C approved another updated policy for Naming and Renaming of 
Public Facilities, Parks, Natural Areas, and Amenities that reduced the requirement of time 
an individual must be deceased from three years to one year.  
 



6. On January 8, 2024, department directors from Leisure Services, Planning Department, and 
Transportation and Public Works (T&PW) met and discussed the inclusion of roadway 
infrastructure, such as bridges and intersections, into the existing Naming of Public Facilities 
Policy.  
 

7. On March 5, 2024, M&C approved the revised Policy (Attachment #1), the Naming and 
Renaming of Public Facilities, Street Infrastructures, Parks, Natural Areas, and Amenities 
Policy and Procedure, adding Street Infrastructures such as Bridges and Intersections to the 
existing policy. 
 

8. On January 13, 2025, T&PW staff received application to name the bridge at East Broad Street 
and the North Oconee River as the “Weaver D’s Bridge – “Automatic for the People”” 
(Attachment #2). Per policy, staff provided applicable petition forms and a copy of the policy 
to the applicant.  
 

9. On April 18, 2025, T&PW staff received petition package from the applicant and began 
application and signature verification process as required by the Naming of Public Facilities 
Policy. 
  

10. On June 27, 2025, the Manager’s Office forwarded the East Broad Street at the North Oconee 
River Public Facility and Street Infrastructure Naming Application to M&C.  
 

11. On October 25, 2025, Mayor Kelly Girtz directed staff to present an agenda for M&C 
consideration for the Naming of East Broad Street Bridge Over North Oconee River to 
“Weaver D’s – “Automatic for the People”.  

 

FACTS & ISSUES: 
1. The naming and renaming of roadway infrastructure such as roadway intersections and 

bridges applies for ACCGov fully-owned bridges and roadway intersections and does not 
apply for bridges or roadways owned by the State of Georgia.  
 

2. The Naming of Public Facilities Policy includes the naming and renaming of ACCGov-owned 
bridges and intersections and it follows the same process as Parks and Amenities 
(Attachment #1). 
 

3. Per the policy, the cost to install new signs and/or replace all existing signs will be added to 
future naming/renaming requests as a new capital request by the affiliated department.   
 

4. Weaver D’s Delicious Fine Foods was established in 1986 and is located at 1016 East Broad 
Street in Athens Georgia. The owner, Dexter Weaver, is the first to have used the phrase 
“Automatic for The People,” that was later adopted by the band R.E.M. as the title of their 
internationally recognized 1992 album. Weaver D’s institution is a cultural linkage that has 
attracted visitors and attention to Athens and continues to be cited by local media and 
tourism. 



 
5. The naming application of the East Broad Street Bridge Over North Oconee River to “Weaver 

D’s Bridge - “Automatic for The People”” meets policy requirements and is being presented 
for M&C consideration.  
 

6. If approved, staff will install two (2) signs with brown background and white letters on each 
side of the bridge as per the approved policy with available budget.  
 

7. This recommendation supports the following Strategic Plan Goal Area & Strategy:  

 Good Neighbors, Strategy F: Examine, understand and improve public safety policies 
and processes to enhance public trust. 

 
 

OPTIONS: 
1. Mayor and Commission approve the naming of East Broad Street Bridge over North 

Oconee River as “Weaver D’s Bridge – “Automatic for the People””. 
 
2. Mayor and Commission deny the request to the East Broad Street Bridge over North 

Oconee River. 
 
3. Mayor and Commission defined option. 

 
 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDED ACTION:   Option #1 
 

DEPARTMENT: Transportation & Public Works 
Prepared by: Rani Katreeb, Assistant Director 
   

  11/07/25  

Stephen Bailey 
Director 

 Date 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS: 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION: Option #1 
 

  December 10, 2025 

Bob Cowell, Manager  Date 



 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment #1: COM-002 Policy 
Attachment #2: Weaver D’s Bridge – Automatic for the People Application  
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