
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

WITH RESPECT TO AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF ATHENS-CLARKE 

COUNTY BY CHANGING THE DESIGNATION OF A PORTION OF ONE PARCEL OF 

LAND COMPRISING APPROXIMATELY 12.87 ACRES IN TOTAL, 1.53 ACRES OF 

WHICH IS AFFECTED BY THE FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT APPROVED 

HEREIN, LOCATED AT 293 HOYT STREET FROM “GOVERNMENT” TO 

“DOWNTOWN;” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  

 

 The Commission of Athens-Clarke County, Georgia hereby ordains as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. The Official Land Use Map referred to in the Zoning Ordinance of Athens-

Clarke County, Georgia, as specifically identified in Section 9-3-3(A)(2) thereof, is hereby 

amended by changing the future land use designation of approximately 1.53 acres of a parcel of 

land comprising approximately 12.87 acres in total located at 293 Hoyt Street (Tax Parcel Number 

163D3 D001) from “Government” to “Downtown,” as more fully shown on Exhibit A, attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  

 

The date of this amendment to the Official Land Use Map of Athens-Clarke County as 

shown by Exhibit A shall be duly noted in the minutes of the Commission meeting. The Official 

Land Use Map and Exhibit A hereto are available for public inspection in said Clerk’s Office, 301 

College Avenue, Athens, Georgia.  

 

 SECTION 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY, 

GEORGIA WITH RESPECT TO REZONING A PORTION OF ONE PARCEL OF LAND 

COMPRISING APPROXIMATELY 12.87 ACRES IN TOTAL, 1.53 ACRES OF WHICH IS 

AFFECTED BY THE REZONE APPROVED HEREIN, LOCATED AT 293 HOYT 

STREET FROM P (PARK) TO C-D (COMMERCIAL-DOWNTOWN); AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES.  

 

The Commission of Athens-Clarke County, Georgia hereby ordains as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The map constituting the component part of the Zoning Ordinance of 

Athens-Clarke County, Georgia, by virtue of and in compliance with Sections 9-3-3 and 9-3-6 

thereof, is hereby amended by changing the zoning of one parcel of land comprising approximately 

12.87 acres in total, 1.53 acres of which is affected by the rezone approved herein, and located at 

293 Hoyt Street, Athens, Georgia, from P (Park) to C-D (Commercial-Downtown) as shown on 

Attachment A hereto.  

 

The affected parcel of land is more fully described in that certain document entitled 

“Exhibit For: The Graduate, 295 E Dougherty Street, Athens, Georgia 30601, Athens-Clarke 

County, G.M.D. 220,” labeled in the lower right-hand corner as “Sheet 1 of 1,” prepared by John 

F. Brewer, III, registered land surveyor, dated September 27, 2025, and being on file and available 

for public inspection in the office of the Athens-Clarke County Planning Department, 120 West 

Dougherty Street, Athens, Georgia. The affected parcel, a portion of which is being rezoned, is 

also known as Tax Parcel No. 163D3 D001 on the Athens-Clarke County tax maps being on file 

and available for public inspection in the office of the Athens-Clarke County Planning Department, 

120 West Dougherty Street, Athens, Georgia.  The date of this amendment to the Official Zoning 

Map of Athens-Clarke County as shown by Attachment A shall be noted on said Official Zoning 

Map in the office of the Clerk of Commission, 301 College Avenue, Athens, Georgia, and duly 

noted in the minutes of the Commission meeting. 

 

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with are hereby repealed.  
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STAFF REPORT 

 Rezone  
293 Hoyt Street 

ZONE-2025-11-2301 
December 11, 2025 

 
APPLICANT:  ..............................................................Ed Lane / SPG Planners + Engineers 
OWNER:  ......................................................................Athens-Clarke County Unified Government 
ZONING REQUEST:  ..................................................From P to C-D 
TYPE OF REQUEST:  ..................................................Type I 
LOCATION:  ................................................................293 Hoyt Street (1.53 ac. of 12.87 ac. parcel) 
TAX MAP NUMBERS:  ...............................................163D3 D001 
COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT:  .......................District 2 
PROJECT SIZE:  ..........................................................1.53 Acres 
PRESENT USE:  ...........................................................Park and surface parking 
PROPOSED USE:  ........................................................Mixed-use (residential and commercial) 
PUBLIC NOTICE POSTED:  .......................................November 26, 2025 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION REZONE:  ................APPROVAL 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FLU:  ........................APPROVAL 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION DESIGN AREA:  .....DOUGHERTY STREET 
PLANNING COMM. RECOMMENDATION RZ:  .....APPROVAL 
PLANNING COMM. RECOMMENDATION FLU:  ..APPROVAL 
PLANNING COMM. RECOMMENDATION DDA:  .DOUGHERTY STREET 
MAYOR & COMMISSION AGENDA SETTING:  ...December 16, 2025 (tentative) 
MAYOR & COMMISSION VOTING SESSION:  .....January 6, 2026 (tentative) 

I. Summary Recommendation 
This proposal is to rezone 1.53 acres of a 12.87-acre property from Park (P) to Commercial-
Downtown (C-D). The request also seeks to change the Future Land Use from Government to 
Downtown. The proposal does not include a request for a Downtown Design Area designation; 
however, when a property is rezoned to Commercial-Downtown, it is required to assign a Design 
Area. As the surrounding block is all currently in the Dougherty Street Downtown Design Area, this 
Design Area is most appropriate. 
The portion of the parcel requesting the rezone is immediately south of the east end of Hoyt Street 
across from the Lay Park Recreation Facility and the Lyndon House Arts Center. The subject area is 
developed with surface parking for the Lay Park facilities along with a playground and a small 
amount of open space. Hoyt street, North Jackson Street and North Avenue bound a triangular block 
that currently is the site for the Abacus Hotel, The Foundry Music Venue and Event Space, a surface 
parking lot and the Lay Park amenities. Development plans have not been submitted as a part of this 
rezone request; however, the intention is to remove everything except the historic foundry structures 
and construct a mixed-use housing development. There have also been discussions to convey the rear 
portion of the hotel property back to Athens-Clarke County for a parking structure, however, that 
action requires a separate rezone request. While Staff sees the validity in this request, it should be 
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