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P, Parks

IN, Institutional

C-G, Commercial-General

C-D, Commercial-Downtown

C-N, Commercial-Neighborhood

C-O, Commercial-Office

C-R, Commercial-Rural

E-I, Employment-Industrial

E-O, Employment-Office

G, Government

I, Industrial

RM-1, Mixed Density Residential
(16 multi-family units per acre)

RM-2, Mixed Density Residential
(24 multi-family units per acre)

RM-3, Mixed Density Residential
(50 multi-family units per acre)

RS-5, Single-Family Residential
(5,000 sq. ft. min. lot area)

RS-8, Single-Family Residential
(8,000 sq. ft. min. lot area)

RS-15, Single-Family Residential
(15,000 sq. ft. min. lot area)

RS-25, Single-Family Residential
(25,000 sq. ft. min. lot area)

RS-40, Single-Family Residential
(40,000 sq. ft. min. lot area)

AR, Agricultural Residential
(1 unit per 10 acre density)
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Report to Support the 
Special Use Applica�on 

420 E. Clayton Street – Athens, GA 
 

The Deupree Company, c/o First American Bank & Trust, P.O. Box 1688, Athens, GA 30603, owns the 
property at 420 E Clayton Street. This property, located in the block between Wall Street and N. Thomas 
Street and runs South to North from Broad Street to Clayton Street, is a 3-story masonry structure. The 
building was constructed by the Deupree Family in 1954 a�er the original building, constructed in the 
1800’s by the Deupree Family, was destroyed by fire. The spaces in ques�on for this Special Use Permit 
(SUP) are located in the basement level of 420 E Clayton St with store fronts at 429 E Broad Street and 431 
E Broad Street. Currently 429 and 431 E Broad Street are leased by Jason Dunn, Hospitality South, and are 
separate bars known as Double Barrel Bar and Buddha Bar respec�vely. 

The purpose of this SUP is to be able to combine the two bars into one bar that will be known as Double 
Barrel Bar. The process for bars downtown with a capacity greater than 100 is required to seek a SUP per 
an approved A-CC 2018 Text Amendment. There is no guidance on addi�onal factors to be addressed 
beyond the objec�ve zoning criteria as listed in the special use applica�on. This report provides answers 
to the objec�ve criteria and provides addi�onal informa�on related to the proposed use. 

As stated earlier the two spaces, Double Barrel Bar, 429 E Broad Street and Buddha Bar, 431 E Broad 
Street, have been leased and operated by Jason Dunn since 2008. It is now Mr. Dunn’s desire to combine 
the two bars into one. It is worth no�ng at this point that both bars, independently, operate at a capacity 
of over 100 occupants. Double Barrel Bar is allowed an occupancy of 190 and Buddha Bar is allowed an 
occupancy of 131. Both bars were in opera�on prior to the 2018 amendment. 

There are currently no changes to the exis�ng layouts planned for the two bars except to add an 8’-0” 
cased opening between the bars. Therefore, the total occupancy will remain as 291 (Double Barrel – 190 + 
Buddha – 131) but operate as one bar under the name of Double Barrel Bar. Both bars currently have 
automa�c fire sprinkler systems and will be upgraded to have emergency voice/alarm communica�on 
systems as required by the A-CC Fire Marshal. All exis�ng exits will remain and be maintained. 

Response to Zoning Criteria: 

A. Is the use compa�ble with the current zoning and future land use plan 

The property is located in the Commercial Downtown zone. It is centrally located within this zone which 
extends from the Oconee River to Pulaski Street. The future land use is Downtown. A-CC downtown zone 
is a mix of commercial and residen�al uses. Commercial uses include office, retail, music venues, 
restaurants, and bars. The use of this space in this building is compa�ble with the current zoning and the 
future land use. 

B. Is the use in conformance with the zoning standards, comprehensive plan and state and federal 
laws. 
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Yes, the use meets all objec�ve requirements of the zoning district, the comprehensive plan and state and 
federal laws. 

C. Is there adequate water, sewer, paved access, urban storm runoff and adequate transporta�on.  

Yes. Water and sewer exist and serve this building. The building was constructed in 1954, and the storm 
water facili�es are in place. The transporta�on network is fully developed to access all of the downtown 
area.  

D. Will the zoning have an impact on the surrounding area in the following areas: 
1.) Size, bulk and scale: The building is exis�ng. The area that the bar will occupy will not change.  

 
2.) Character and volume of traffic and parking: There will be no changes. The downtown area 

has street parking and parking decks. Many people use ride share to access the downtown or 
walk. The ACC Transit system has bus stops along the downtown area.  

 
3.) Architectural compa�bility with the surrounding area: The building is exis�ng and historic. 

There will be no changes to the exis�ng facades.  
 
4.) Possible impact on the environment: The bars are exis�ng so there will be no impact on the 

environment in terms of increased drainage, erosion, flooding, or air quality.  
 

5.)  Genera�on of noise, light, or glare: Since the two bars are exis�ng, there will be no impact. 
 

6.) Development of adjacent proper�es: All proper�es adjacent to this building are in the CD 
zone and are fully developed. 

 
7.) Impact on future transporta�on corridors: This use does not impact any future transporta�on 

corridors. 
 
8.) Impact on the character of the neighborhood: None.  
 
9.) Other factors: The bar owner is cognizant of all laws, rules and regula�ons pertaining to bars 

in the downtown area.  He will operate within these laws, rules and regula�ons as he has 
already been doing since 2008. 
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