what happens to the water you use?

You turn on a faucet, take a The wastewater flows through an underground network of sewer pipelines to pump

shower. or flush a toilet = where stations, where it is pumped to one of our three water reclamation facilities. The
, wastewater then goes through a complex treatment process to “reclaim,” or bring it

f)
does that used water go: back to its usable condition. The reclaimed water is safely returned to our rivers.

water reclamation facility
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When wastewater first arrives at the
water reclamation facility, it enters a

receiving station called the headworks. Two screens capture any large
materials, including paper and plastic trash. Then the water is pumped
through a grit system to remove small particles, such as sand and clay.

aeration basin

The filtered wastewater goes into an aeration
basin for 16 to 20 hours, where oxygen is
mixed into the water to make microscopic
organisms grow. Through a biological process, R ——
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Following aeration, the water flows
into large clarifying tanks. The
microorganisms settle to the
bottom, creating a solid material
called biosolids. At the top of each

tank, the clear water overflows into

another chamber for disinfection.
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@ disinfection

The clear water moves
through an ultra-violet light
system that disinfects any
remaining bacteria.

Now, all of the harmful
pollutants are gone and

it is “reclaimed” water.

The DI0SOIIdS are collected in holding tanks called
digesters and then some of the water is removed. Want to know
The dewatered biosolids are trucked to the compost more about ACC
facility at the Athens-Clarke County Municipal Solid compost?
Waste Landfill, where they are mixed with shredded Visit: www.athens
yard waste to produce compost. clarkecounty.com

5 oxygenation

Oxygen is added to the reclaimed
water to help keep the rivers healthy.
Fish and other aquatic life need
oxygen to thrive.
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them healthy. Using ultra-violet (UV) light for < & — : au """'"-" | o, | onee rivers.

By returning high quality reclaimed water to rivers,

disinfection is highly effective, is chemical-free, and

leaves nothing from the process in the water that sk " : ' -.__-_.;' 3. ' ” "\
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could be harmful to humans or aquatic life. s ’ T | o ﬁ _ = : Tk
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