
SPLOST 2020

Tallassee Connector 
Shared-Use Path

Total Project Cost: 
$9,465,000
Total Operating Cost: 
$97,000
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Tallassee Connector Shared-Use Path
❖ 10 ft wide path to extend walking and biking opportunities 

on Tallassee Road from Mitchell Bridge to Three Oaks 
Drive

❖ the accessibility of biking and walking promotes a 
more equitable transportation system

❖ High priority trail in BOTH Athens in Motion and the 
Greenway Network Plan; aligns with planned bridge work

❖ Serves Burney-Harris Lyons; connects to parks; connects 
areas inside and outside of the loop
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SPLOST 2020

Tallassee Connector 
Shared-Use Path

Strong Community 
Support
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Tallassee Connector

Athens in Motion Recommended as a 
T-SPLOST Project
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Lorem Ipsum Dolor
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Tallassee Connector

Greenway Network 
Plan Tier 1 Priority Project
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Tallassee Connector

Envision Athens Strong support for 
trails
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Tallassee Connector

Tallassee Bridge extends currently in-
progress work
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Tallassee Connector

Community Priority

The top 3 community desires 
as reported by the Athens 
Wellbeing Project all related 
to better areas to walk and 
bike (there were 14 choices)
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SPLOST 2020

Tallassee Connector 
Shared-Use Path Community Benefit

#80 - Tallassee Road Connector Shared Use-Path 10



Tallassee Connector

HOW MANY PEOPLE
WHO IS USING

WHEN AND HOW OFTEN

DO PEOPLE SPEND

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
In 2012, the Northwest Georgia Regional Commission (NWGRC) initiated the 
Silver Comet Economic Impact Analysis and Planning Study to determine the 
existing and future economic impacts of the Silver Comet Trail (SCT). The SCT 
is the nation’s longest and oldest paved rail-trail, extending 61.5 miles and 
connecting seven cities and three counties from Smyrna to the Georgia/
Alabama state line. NWGRC is exploring a 66-mile expansion within Georgia 
as well as coordinating with Albama and Tennesee on long-term interstate 
connections. This in-state expansion alone has the potential to double the 
number of users and economic benefits on a a local and regional scale.

TRAIL USAGE EVALUATION
To understand the scale of economic impact generated by the Silver 
Comet Trail, it is important to first know trail users and their activity 
patterns. The trail usage evaluation count and survey explored four 
key questions:

1. How many people use the trail and where are they using it most frequently?

2. Who is using the trail? 

3. When and how often are people using the trail?

4. Do people spend money in the communities along the trail and if they do, 
what do they spend their money on?

KEY FINDINGS*

The Silver Comet Trail has an estimated 1.9 million users each year.

The majority of trail users are bicyclists, 
particularly in more remote and rural areas.

More males use the 
trail than females 
along every segment 
of the trail, though the 
proportion of female 

users is higher in more 

densely populated 

and well-trafficked areas, such
as near downtowns and parks.

Smyrna Trail Head had the highest estimated annual trail volume.

97% of people use the trail either for recreation or exercise, though 
many people do use the trail for commuting or to access nearby 
destinations, especially in urban areas.

People visiting the trail traveled from 23 counties and 8 states, 
including Washington State, to use the trail (during the two-week survey period).

When users spend money while using the trail, the majority of them 
spend money on food and may spend up to $50 per visit.**

*Information was collected via counts and surveys at nine locations using methodology 
from the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPDP)

**Field survey participants were asked ‘If you do anticipate spending money, what do you 
estimate your party’s overall spending to be during this trip?’ This number is conservative 
and likely to be more than $50 per user for non-resident users.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 
This Economic Impact Analysis is the first of its kind to comprehensively 
report the economic benefits of the existing 61-mile Silver Comet Trail 
and its proposed 66-mile expansion. Recreational amenities such as rail-
trails are increasingly seen as regional economic development tools that 
generate value through:

•	Recreational	spending (bicycle rentals, food & drink, sporting equipment) 

•	Tourism (spending by out-of-state users on lodging, transportation, dining)

•	Spillover	impacts (additional jobs and worker spending)

•	Fiscal	impacts (sales tax revenue generated)

•	Increased	property	values (increased household wealth near SCT)

•	Property	tax	revenue (benefitting municipalities and school districts)

Benefit	 Valuation	 of	 the	 Silver	 Comet	 Trail	 Expansion: Based on the 
estimates of the Economic Impact Analysis, the 66-mile trail expansion is 

conservatively expected to generate a combined economic benefit of 
$274 million. This includes local, regional, and statewide benefits:

$24	million more in recreational spending and $5	million more in tourism 
spending per year

$130	million more in property value impact and $1.7	million in annual 
property tax revenues to municipalities and school districts

The economic benefits of the Silver Comet Trail expansion will be even 
greater if this investment catalyzes new development within Northwest 
Georgia, which would create additional property tax gains and spillover 
impacts. 

RETURN ON INVESTMENT
The combined cost to construct all recommended trail connections within 

Georgia is estimated to total $59 million. An estimate of the return on 
investment of the Silver Comet Trail expansion can be provided using the 
results of the existing and proposed economic impact analyses. For every 

$1 spent on the Silver Comet Trail expansion, Georgians gain an estimated 

$4.64 in direct and indirect economic benefits. This translates to an over 
400% return on investment for local communities, the region, and the state.

BENEFIT/COST ANALYSIS
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$50	million more in economic 
impact each year

400 more jobs

$60	 million more in economic 
impact each year

670 more jobs

HISTORY OF THE SILVER COMET TRAIL
In 1992, The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) purchased the 
inactive rail line through Cobb, Paulding, and Polk counties from CSX. GDOT 
intended to use the line as a high-speed transit route. Instead the corridor 
became a shared use, non-motorized trail in 1998. Construction of the trail was 
initiated through a collaborative effort among GDOT, Georgia State Parks, 
PATH Foundation, Cobb County DOT, Paulding County, and Polk County.

Estimated Usage of the Current Silver Comet Trail, by Major Trailhead

Summary of Economic Impacts for Existing and Expanded Silver Comet Trail

Smyrna 
Trail

Head

Silver Comet 
Cycles Trail 

Head

Powder 
Springs

Hiram
Trail

Head

Dallas
Trail

Head

Rambo 
Trail

Head

Rockmart 
Trail

Head

Cedartown 
Trail

Head

GA/AL 
State
Line

434,000 350,000 277,000 270,000 203,000 192,000 90,000 25,000 47,000 

Total Users

1,888,000

71%

28%

1%(OTHER)

62%
38%

Current Trail Network Expanded Trail Network

Recreational Spending $47 Million $71 Million

Tourism Spending $10 Million $15 Million

Regional Spillover $98 Million $147 Million

State Spillover Impact $118 Million $177 Million

Statewide Fiscal Impact $4 Million $5 Million

Property Value Increases $182 Million $316 Million

Property Tax Gains $2 Million $4 Million

TOTAL $461	Million $735	Million
Source: Econsult Solutions, Inc. (2013)

Economic Impact
up to 400% return on 
investment. Trails 
may bring in $4 for 
every dollar spent
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Tallassee Connector

Safety
Currently, Tallassee has the 
2nd highest Level of 
Comfort score. High scores 
are bad. Building this path 
would create a the Level of 
Comfort of a 1 or 2.
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Tallassee Connector

Safety Image via Envision 
Athens
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Tallassee Connector

Community Health Image via Envision 
Athens
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Tallassee Connector

Community Health
Walking and biking 
is good for our 
health. Image via 
Envision Athens
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Equity
❖ In 2016 it cost, on average $8,558-a-year to own and 

maintain a car. Similar estimates say a bicycle costs 
$350-500-a-year. (AARP) Transportation is one of a 
household’s largest expenses

❖ Commuting by car costs another $2,600-a-year. (AARP)

❖ Walking costs a pair of shoes

❖ Investing in safe places to walk and bike helps those who 
rely on bikes and their feet to get around Athens. 
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Tallassee Connector

Tallassee Road Connector

4.5 miles X 10 feet 
wide

23760 $234 a foot 
estimated for a 
12” wide path. 

ROW Easement 0 Unknown

Design Fees 664,865.40 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Misc. Fees 166,216.35 based on SPLOST 
Formula

FFE NA

Construction 5,540,545 Based on Athens in 
Motion estimates

Capitol equipment 0 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Testing 166,216.35 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Other 1 0

Other 2 0

All other 
categories 
automatically 
calculated 

�1

Costs 

Based on the estimates provided by 
Toole Design as part of the development 
of Athens in Motion. 
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Tallassee Connector

Costs
Cost estimates 
developed by Toole 
Design for Athens-
Clarke County
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