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Submitted By:  BikeAthens      
  Tyler Dewey  
  Phone:  (815) 315‐3864   Alt. Phone:   
  Email:   executivedirector@bikeathens.org 
 
Project Classification:  Social Well‐Being 
Project Focus:  Basic Facilities & Infrastructure 
Project Type:  Bicycle or Pedestrian Improvements (Includes Greenway and Rail to Trails) 
 
Previously Submitted and Rejected:  
Continuation Project: Yes ‐ TSPLOST 2018 12‐ Pedestrian Improvements Program 
 

Project Total Cost: $  1,877,000  
 

Total Operating Cost: $  ‐    
 
 
Project Description: The Vincent Drive Sidewalk Program would construct a sidewalk on the 1.4 mile 

section of Vincent Drive between Jefferson River Road and Newtown Bridge Road. Sidewalks are 

critical infrastructure that improve safety, health, and wellbeing. The installation of a sidewalk along 

Vincent Dr. would provide this area with more mobility options and create a safer street.  

Project Mission Statement/Goals & Objectives:  The mission of the Vincent Dr. Sidewalk Project is to 

provide 1) basic infrastructure, 2) increase the safety, health, and quality of life for the people who 

live along street, and 3) fulfill the goals of Athens in Motion, Envision Athens, SPLOST 2020, and the 

Athens‐Clarke County government as a whole. Adapted from the text of Athens in Motion, the GOAL 

of Vincent Dr. Sidewalk project is to create a connected sidewalk path that provides safe access and 

opportunity for the people who live close to Vincent Dr. The OBJECTIVES of the project are to provide 

equitable infrastructure to the Vincent Dr. area; improve transportation connections, especially by 

connecting people to transit; link the neighborhood to important destinations like the Holland Youth 

Sports Complex, and create infrastructure for people of all ages and abilities.  

 

Athens in Motion designated Vincent Dr. as a Tier 1 pedestrian project‐‐the highest priority. Envision 

Athens's top transportation item is: "support bike and pedestrian infrastructure through respective 

master plans." According to Athens Wellbeing Project, the Vincent Dr. area has higher rates of "no 

available vehicle" than other parts of the county. It has higher rates of "Poverty under 18." Sidewalks 

provide equitable access to transit. Sidewalks provide mobility options for those who cannot drive. 

Athens Transit Route 8 bus services Vincent Dr. Sidewalks provide a safer, easier way to reach the 

bus stop. Sidewalks will help families walk to the Holland Youth Sports Complex if they wish to do so. 

Again, there many reasons people cannot drive. 

Projected Useful Life of Project:  Based on our research, the average service life of a sidewalk is 20‐

40 years, but some jurisdictions have seen sidewalks last 75 years.  

To meet the Project Goals & Objectives, when should this project be completed?  To meet the 

Project Goals & Objectives, the project should be completed in the next 10 years.   



83 ‐ Vincent Drive Sidewalk                                                                                 Page 2 

 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building System compliance:  While not 

a building per se, sidewalk and improved walkability align with LEED goals. Particularly, LEED aims to 

promote walkability: "To promote walking by providing safe, appealing, and comfortable street 

environments that support public health by reducing pedestrian injuries and encouraging daily physical 

activity." 

How will this project help meet the Public Safety, Basic Facilities/Infrastructure, and/or Quality of Life 

needs in Athens‐Clarke County?  A defined by this SPLOST application, sidewalks are basic infrastructure. 

The Athens‐Clarke County Government mission statement aims to provide: "an open and responsive 

government, facilitating a positive environment for individuals to obtain a high quality of life and local 

organizations to achieve success by providing innovative, high quality services and responsible stewardship 

of the community's resources, to benefit current and future generations." Sidewalks create a positive 

environment and improve quality of life. Residents have long requested sidewalks along Vincent Dr; 

therefore, building sidewalks along Vincent Dr. responds to community concerns. According to the Athens 

Wellbeing Survey, "Walking Trails and Paths" and "Improved Sidewalks" are the Top 2 desired amenities in 

this part of the county.  

 

Vincent Dr. connects two important Athens corridors: Jefferson River Rd. and Newton Bridge Rd. Vincent Dr. 

also connects the surrounding neighborhoods to the Holland Youth Sports Complex. Sidewalks' many 

benefits improve Quality of Life. Sidewalks improve safety, improve mobility, and improve community 

health. According to the Federal Highway Administration, roads "without sidewalks are twice as likely to 

have pedestrian crashes as sites with sidewalks on both sides of the street."  

 

For people who cannot drive or do not have access to a car, sidewalk provide critical mobility options. 

According to Athens Wellbeing Project, the Vincent Dr. area has higher rates of "no available vehicle" than 

other parts of the county. It has higher rates of "Poverty under 18." Sidewalks provide equitable access to 

transit. Sidewalks provide mobility options for those who cannot drive. Athens Transit Rte 8 services Vincent 

Dr. Sidewalks provide a safer, easier way to reach the bus stop. Sidewalks will help families walk to the 

Holland Youth Sports Complex if they wish. The Sidewalks will provide a seamless connection between the 

neighborhoods along Vincent Dr. and the rest of Athens‐Clarke County. By providing a safe place to walk, 

sidewalks bring a host of health benefits. Sidewalks promote walking. Walking has numerable health 

benefits, not limited to reducing the risk of Type 2 Diabetes, heart disease, and colon cancer. Walking helps 

reduce obesity, fights chronic disease, improves mood. Sidewalks create inclusiveness, a sense of place, and 

a help knit communities tighter together.  

 

A sidewalk project. Vincent Dr. will bring all these benefits to Vincent Dr. 

 
How is this Project recommended/included in any approved ACCGOV Land Use Plan, Master Plan, Study, 
Service Delivery Plan, Envision Athens, etc.?  This sidewalk segment is a Tier 1 (Highest Priority) sidewalk 
project as identified in Athens in Motion. It is supported by reference in Envision Athens. Envision Athens' 
top transportation priority is supporting the Athens in Motion (Bike and Pedestrian Plan). 
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Triple Bottom Line Impacts 
 

Positive Benefits for the Prosperity of Athens‐Clarke County:  Sidewalks improve the health and wellbeing 

of Athens Citizens. They create a sense of place and more connected communities. The AARP notes that 8 in 

10 Americans prefer being in community that offers sidewalks and good places to walk.  The ARRP 

continues: "Safe, accessible, well‐maintained sidewalks are a fundamental community investment that 

enhances public health and maximizes social capital." People who walk more are more likely to report better 

mental health. As mentioned before, not everyone owns a car or can drive. Sidewalks provide mobility to 

more people. More mobility will create more active and engaged citizens.   

 

Sidewalks can boost the value of a home and boost a home's resale value. Again according to the AARP: "in a 

scenario where two houses are nearly identical, the one with a five‐foot‐ wide sidewalk and two street trees 

not only sells for $4,000 to $34,000 more but it also sells in less time."  Improved sidewalks and mobility 

along Vincent Dr. will make a more prosperous Athens‐Clarke County. 

 

Detrimental Impacts to the Prosperity of Athens‐Clarke County:  While sidewalks can often be built in the 

right‐of‐way, people may lose some front‐yard space. It is possible that sidewalks will boost the property 

values of house fronting Vincent Dr. This could lead to an increase in property taxes. There will be no 

detrimental impact on visitors, other than the penny sales tax.  

 

Positive Benefits for our Citizens and Visitors:  A sidewalk project on Vincent Dr. provides a host of benefits 

to our citizens. First, it responds to community need and desire. In the Athens Wellbeing Project school 

report, the Top 2 amenities desired by folks in this part of town: "Walking Trails and Paths" and "Improved 

Sidewalks." Second, it creates community connections. Vincent Dr. connects two important Athens 

corridors: Jefferson River Rd. and Newton Bridge Rd. Vincent Dr. also connects the surrounding 

neighborhoods to the Holland Youth Sports Complex.  

 

Sidewalks actively promote equity by creating more mobility and connect people to transit and jobs. A 

sidewalk on Vincent Dr. would provide more transportation options. According to Athens Wellbeing Project, 

the Vincent Dr. area has higher rates of "no available vehicle" than other parts of the county. It has higher 

rates of "Poverty under 18." Sidewalks provide equitable access to transit. Athens Transit Route 8 services 

Vincent Dr. Right now, to access the bus stop (or vice versa), people have to walk in a ditch. Sidewalks 

provide a safer, easier way to reach the bus stop. Sidewalks will help families walk to the Holland Youth 

Sports Complex if they wish. Being able to more easily get to bus stops, makes it easier to get to jobs. It will 

create a more prosperous Vincent Dr.  

 

The Vincent Dr. Sidewalk Project will make Vincent Dr. more livable. By providing a safe place to walk, 

sidewalks bring a host of health benefits. Sidewalks promote walking. Walking has numerable health 

benefits, not limited to reducing the risk of Type 2 Diabetes, heart disease, and colon cancer. Walking helps 

reduce obesity, fights chronic disease, improves mood. Sidewalks create inclusiveness, a sense of place, and 

a help knit communities tighter together. A healthier, more connected community is a more productive 

community. Sidewalks also improve safety, mobility, and community health. Finally, sidewalks also can 
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improve the resale value of homes. The AARP reports that the presence of a 5‐foot sidewalk can boost the 

resale value of a home by $4,000‐$34,000 over similar house with no sidewalk.  

 

This sidewalk project for Vincent Dr. will bring all these benefits to Vincent Dr.  

 

Detrimental Impacts for our Citizens and Visitors:  While sidewalks can often be built in the right‐of‐way, 

people may lose some front‐yard space. It is possible that sidewalks will boost the property values of house 

fronting Vincent Dr. This could lead to an increase in property taxes. There will be no detrimental impact on 

visitors, other than the penny sales tax.  

 

Environmental Benefits, including but not limited to Positive impacts on existing Infrastructure/Systems:   

Sidewalks promote walking; there is chance that installing sidewalks will reduce some car trips as families 

choose to walk for some trips. Culverts at driveways may also help alleviate some flooding that occurs along 

Vincent Dr. during heavy rain.  

 

Detrimental Impacts for the Environment, including but not limited to Negative impacts on existing 

Infrastructure/Systems:  Construction may create some land disturbances. Depending on the final 

alignment, some trees may be need to replaced.  

 

Positive/Negative Impacts on ACCGOV Departments, Agencies, or other Organizations, if not covered in 

one of the above questions:  The Vincent Dr. Sidewalk project could positively impact Athens‐Clarke County 

Transportation and Public Works, Athens Transit, and Leisure Services. By specifically designating this 

sidewalk project, Athens‐Clarke County Transportation and Public Funds can use unallocated sidewalks 

funds for other projects.  That is to say, using SPLOST money for Vincent Dr. would allow ACC TPW to spread 

unallocated funds further. The end result will be more sidewalk built more quickly. Secondly, since this 

project will create safer opportunities to walk and from bus stops, it may boost ridership on Route 8. More 

ridership would bring more revenue to Athens Transit. Lastly, the sidewalk may allow for easier use of the 

Holland Sport Youth Complex. By creating a safe, easy connection to the Sport complex, more Vincent Dr. 

families may use the facility.  
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Project Costs 
 

Detailed project capital budget costs (to be funded from SPLOST 2020 only): 
 

Project Costs (round to thousand)    Amount 

1. Land Acquisition / ROW / Easement:   $  200,000 

2. Design Fees: (Min.12% of New Const.; 14% of reno,; 16% for LEED  proj.)  $   124,000 

3. Miscellaneous Fees: (Min.  
Minimum of 3% of Construction Costs – used for permitting, etc.  Utilize 
minimum of 10% if land acquisition if necessary. 

$   31,000 

4. Fixtures, Furniture, and Equipment (for a facility):  
A detailed estimate is preferred – but dependent upon the specific project, utilize 
at a minimum $15 to $20 per square foot. 

$   60,000 

5. Construction:   $   1,032,000 

6. Construction Contingency: (10% of the Construction line item)  $   104,000 

7. Acquisition of Capital Equipment:   $   ‐  

8. Testing:   $   31,000 

9. Project Management: (4% of the total budget line items above)  $  64,000 

10. Project Contingency:  (10% of the total budget line items above)  $  165,000 

11. Public Art: Calculated at 1% of the Construction line item.  $   11,000 

12. Other 1:    $   ‐  

13. Other 2:    $   ‐  

Project Subtotal:  $  1,822,000

14. Program Management (3% of Project Subtotal):   $  55,000

SPLOST 2020 Project Total: $   1,877,000  

 

Operating Cost 
Total Annual Net Operating Costs when Project is complete:  None 

 
Project Financing 

 
Is the proposed Project to receive funding from source(s) other than SPLOST 2020?  No 
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Project Site 
 

Will the proposed Project require any land, whether existing sites, new site, easements, or Rights of 
Way?   Yes 
 
Will the proposed Project be on a site currently owned by ACCGOV?   Partially 
 
Approximately how many acres is available or will be needed for the new facility or Park?    

 
Project Location/Address (Existing or Proposed): 
 
Will the Project require fee simple additional land acquisition?   
 
Will the Project require Rights‐of‐Way or Easement acquisition?  Rights‐of‐Way acquisition will be 
required for most of the length of the project.  The width needed will vary and will depend on the final 
design. 
 
 





Sidewalks   |   A LIVABILITY FACT SHEET

Eight in 10 Americans prefer being in a community that 
offers sidewalks and good places to walk. Six in 10 prefer 
a neighborhood that features a mix of houses, shops and 
services within an easy walk versus a neighborhood that 
requires a car for every errand.1 

People who live in neighborhoods with sidewalks are 
47 percent more likely than residents of areas without 
sidewalks to be active at least 39 minutes a day.2

Sidewalks play a vital role in community life. As conduits 
for pedestrian movement and access, they enhance 
connectivity and promote walking. As public spaces, 
sidewalks are the front steps to the community, activating 
streets socially and economically. 

Safe, accessible, well-maintained sidewalks are a 
fundamental community investment that enhances public 
health and maximizes social capital.3 

Sidewalks increase foot traffic in retail centers, delivering 
the customers that local shops and restaurants need in 
order to thrive. Retail properties with a Walk Score ranking 
of 80 out of 100 were valued 54 percent higher than 
those with a Walk Score4 of 20 and had an increase in net 
operating income of 42 percent.5

Interest in sidewalks is so keen that they’ve become a 
factor in home prices. For example, in a scenario where 
two houses are nearly identical, the one with a five-foot-
wide sidewalk and two street trees not only sells for $4,000 
to $34,000 more but it also sells in less time. 

A well-constructed sidewalk for a typical 50-foot-wide 
residential property might cost a builder $2,000, but it can 
return 15 times that investment in resale value.  According 
to a 2009 CEOs for Cities report, even a one-point increase 
in a community’s Walk Score could increase home values 
by $700 to $3,000.6

Good downtown sidewalks have enough room for people to walk, stop and talk, or even sit for a bit. This wide 
sidewalk in State College, Pa., is made of visually appealing paver stones. Care must be taken when installing 
paver and  similar surfaces so wheelchairs and other wheeled devices can roll smoothly over them. 

People who live in neighborhoods with sidewalks are 47 percent more likely than residents 
of areas without sidewalks to be active for at least 39 minutes a day. 



Myth-Busting!

�� “No one will use the sidewalk.”
This might have been true in the past, but research 
published in 2012 by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention7 (CDC) and in 2013 by the National Center 
for Safe Routes to School8 shows that a growing number 
of people are walking, and that many are children and 
adults age 65 and older. 

People just need safe, convenient and pleasant places 
near their homes, schools and workplaces to make 
walking routine, says the CDC study.

�� “Americans prefer to drive.”
Perhaps, or maybe they’re driving so much because there 
are no sidewalks! Federal data on vehicle miles traveled 
and a recent national study show a decline in driving 
and car ownership during the 2000s in an overwhelming 
majority of metro areas. 

At the same time, the number of people commuting 
by bicycle and transit increased.9 A survey by the Surface 
Transportation Policy Partnership found that 55 percent of 
Americans would prefer to walk more and drive less.10

�� “Trees will be destroyed.”
Not necessarily. Sidewalks can be curved to avoid trees. 
In fact, protecting a tree is one of the few reasons for a 
sidewalk to deviate from a direct route.11

�� “A sidewalk will take land from my lawn.”
Many homeowners don’t realize how far from the curb 
their private property line actually extends. There’s often 
enough of a public right-of-way easement in place to 
create a sidewalk without infringing in any way on a 
property owner’s land.12

�� �“People will walk too close to my house.”
There’s little difference between what passersby can see 
from a sidewalk versus what they can already see from 
their cars or by walking along the edge of the street. Any 
nearness added by a sidewalk would likely be as little as a 
just a few feet.13

�� “Sidewalks increase crime.” 
Actually, increased pedestrian activity puts more eyes on 
the street and creates safety in numbers, which deters and 
reduces criminal activity.14

�� �“Tax dollars are better spent on other needs.”
Since sidewalks increase property values and tax revenues, 
they serve as an economic engine. Plus, sidewalk 
maintenance costs are real estate tax-deductible (IRS 
Publication 530). Sidewalks are also safety investments (by 
bringing more eyes and ears to the street) and an integral 
part of a balanced transportation budget. 15 

�� �“I’ll be liable if someone gets hurt on a sidewalk 
near my property.” 

It depends. Liability is determined by state and local 
law, but either government or private owner negligence 
concerning an “unreasonably safe” or “defective condition” 
(such as a wide crack or raised section) has to be proven in 
court in order to win a lawsuit.16

�� �“Sidewalks ruin the character of rural 
neighborhoods.”

It’s only in recent decades that sidewalks have been 
phased out of developments. There are many ways to 
build a sidewalk or path to match the design and feel of a 
community.

1.	 �National Association of Realtors. (November 2013) National Community Preference Survey. http://www.realtor.org/articles/nar-2013-community-preference-survey
2.	 �Sallis J., et al. “Neighborhood Environments and Physical Activity among Adults in 11 countries.” American Journal of Preventive Medicine, Vol. 36, No.2
3.	 �National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO). (October 2012) Urban Street Design Guide pp 24-25. http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/

pdf/2012-nacto-urban-street-design-guide.pdf
4.	 �Walk Score® is an online logarithmic ranking system that determines the basic walkability of a residential or commercial property. Walk Score uses neighborhood 

factors such as distance to shops and schools to create a number between 0 and 100 that measures the walkability of any address http://www.walkscore.com
5.	 �Pivo, G. and Fisher, J.D. (2010) The Walkability Premium in Commercial Real Estate Investments. University of Arizona and Benecki Center for Real Estate Studies, 

Indiana University. http://www.u.arizona.edu/~gpivo/Walkability%20Paper%208_4%20draft.pdf
6.	 �Cortright, J. Impresa, Inc., CEOs for Cities. (August 2009) Walking the Walk: How Walkability Raises Home Values in U.S. Cities. http://www.ceosforcities.org/pagefiles/

WalkingTheWalk_CEOsforCities.pdf
7.	 �Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (August 2012) Vital Signs. http://www.nmhc.org/files/ContentFiles/Brochures/Myth%20and%20Fact%20FINAL.pdf
8.	 �National Center for Safe Routes to School. (October 2013) Trends in Walking and Bicycling to School from 2007 – 2012. http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/

Trends_in_Walking_and_Bicycling_to_School_from_2007_to_2012_FINAL.pdf
9.	 �U.S. PIRG Educational Fund. (December 2013) Transportation in Transition: A Look at Changing Travel Patterns in America’s Biggest Cities. http://www.uspirg.org/news/

usp/study-shows-driving-decline-america%E2%80%99s-cities
10.	 �Surface Transportation Policy Project, Belden Russonello & Stewart. (April 2003) Americans’ Attitudes Toward Walking and Creating Better Walking Communities. http://

www.transact.org/library/reports_pdfs/pedpoll.pdf.Whetmore. J.Z. “Retrofit Sidewalks.” Perils for Pedestrians Public Affairs Series (November 2012) Retrieved March 3, 
2014 http://www.pedestrians.org/retrofit/retrofit15.htm

11.	 �Rails to Trails Conservancy, National Park Service. (January 1998) Rail-trails and Safe Communities: The Experience on 372 Trails. http://www.railstotrails.org/resources/
documents/resource_docs/Safe%20Communities_F_lr.pdf

12.	 Ibid



How To Get It Right

When advocating and planning for sidewalks, 
consider the following:

�� Engage neighbors and the community
Expect some opposition and use this fact sheet to help 
make the case for the sidewalks. Mobilize like-minded 
people and work together as a neighborhood or 
community. Meet with your neighbors to raise awareness 
and address any resistance. 

�� Make the sidewalk wide enough
Sidewalks are critical in downtown neighborhoods and 
busy retail areas, both of which have lots of people, 
destinations and potential conflicts with vehicles. In these 
areas it’s important to install sidewalks that are wide 
enough to handle foot traffic and features such as cafe 
seating, benches and other spots for socializing.

�� Use a site-appropriate design
A sidewalk should fit its setting. Even rural communities 
can benefit from a tastefully designed walkway. Make 
sure sidewalks are well-maintained and appealing, with 
safe and convenient street crossings and enough width to 
accommodate two or three people walking side by side. 

The ideal setback for a sidewalk is four to 10 feet from 
the street. Planter strips, trees and on-street parking can 
extend the buffer, increasing comfort and slowing traffic.

�� Prioritize high-use areas and connectivity
At the outset of a sidewalk construction program, 
prioritize where to build first by focusing on a quarter-
mile circle around schools, parks, transit stops and key 
commercial destinations. Everything within that circle 
should be a priority for sidewalk construction. Be sure to 
map sidewalks so they’re connected between the primary 
areas where people work, shop and play.  

�� Consider driveways
In many neighborhoods and retail areas, driveways are full 
of both moving and parked cars. Since driveways interrupt 
a sidewalk’s flow and safety, they should be kept to a 
minimum in commercial areas.  

Carefully plan the best way to treat sidewalks that will 
cross driveways, especially in high-use areas. Alleys are a 
good tool for separating people from traffic, especially in 
retail areas. 

�� Build and maintain with municipal funds
Many communities require property owners to pay for 
and clear sidewalks (snow, ice, etc.).  Since sidewalks are 
a public benefit, a better policy would be to install and 
maintain sidewalks with public funds.

The ideal sidewalk widths: seven feet in residential 
areas, eight to 12 feet in downtown settings.

Sidewalks that are properly built can last 25 years 
or more with little more than minimal care.

13.	 Ibid
14.	 �Berg, D. (N.D.) “Sidewalk Slip and Fall: Who is Liable?” NOLO. http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/sidewalk-slip-fall-who-liable.html
15.	 Rails to Trails Conservancy, National Park Service. (January 1998) Rail-trails and Safe Communities: The Experience on 372 Trails. http://www.railstotrails.org/resources/
documents/resource_docs/Safe%20Communities_F_lr.pdf
16.	 �Federal Highway Administration. (N.D.) Pedestrian Safety Guide and Countermeasure Selection System. http://www.pedbikesafe.org/PEDSAFE/resources_guidelines_

sidwalkswalkways.cfm



Success Stories

�� Decatur, Georgia: Citywide Sidewalk Program 
Decatur has been dubbed the most walkable city 
in Georgia, with more than 60 miles of sidewalks in 
its 4.2 square miles. The ongoing, citywide sidewalk 
improvement program began in 2004 with a Health 
Impact Assessment and funding from annual 
appropriations by the Decatur City Commission. 

The program’s goal is to have a sidewalk on at least one 
side of every street in town. More than four miles of new 
and replacement sidewalks had been built by 2014. 

�� Austin, Texas: Sidewalk Prioritization
The City of Austin has built almost 100 miles of new 
sidewalks since 2005 to encourage walking as a viable 
mode of transportation and to improve safety, accessibility 
and pedestrian mobility. 

Austin completed a detailed sidewalk inventory, 
documented current conditions, obtained public input on 
sidewalk needs and issues, and established city sidewalk 
priorities that were organized into a downloadable 
Sidewalk Prioritization Map. The city prioritizes compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, sidewalks that 
allow children to walk safely to school, a connected 
network of sidewalks, trails and bikeway, and sidewalks 
that serve bus stops. More than 300 bus stop sidewalks 
have been completed since 2011. 

�� Calloway County, Kentucky: School Sidewalks
Walking or bicycling to school was prohibited in and 
around the small city of Murray because there were no 
sidewalks and it wasn’t a safe way to travel. The local 
government offered to build sidewalks if the school 
system would change the policy. The effort resulted in 
15,960 feet of sidewalks, including from the county middle 
school to a low-income housing area. Hundreds  

of students now regularly walk to school. 
“Every time I look down the street, there are people 

on the sidewalks, people pulling wagons, people walking 
their dogs,” said a school district administrator.

How It Works

Design guidelines recommend a minimum sidewalk cross 
section of five feet, exclusive of other amenities and large 
enough for at least two people to walk side by side. Here’s 
a guide to the potential spaces alongside a property.
 
1.  �Frontage Zone: an extension of the building

2.  �Pedestrian Through Zone: safe and adequate place 
for walking, five to seven feet wide in residential areas, 
eight to 12 feet in downtown or commercial settings

3.  �Street Furniture/Curb Zone: plants, trees, benches, 
       lighting and bike parking to provide a protective   
       barrier from motorized traffic

4.  �Enhancement/Buffer Zone: curb extensions, 
parklets, parking, bike riding, bike e-racks and bike 
stations

AARP LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

Mail:	 601 E Street NW, Washington, DC 20049
Email:	 livable@aarp.org   
Online:	 aarp.org/livable

Walkable and Livable Communities Institute

Mail:	 2023 E. Sims Way #121, Port Townsend, WA 98368
Email:	 community@walklive.org
Online:	 walklive.org

1.	 �Los Angeles County Model Design Manual for Living Streets. (2011) 
http://www.modelstreetdesignmanual.com/

2.	 �Advanced Sidewalks and Streets Toolkit. AARP. (2011) http://www.aarp.
org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/plan/assessments/advanced-
streets-and-sidewalks-toolkit-2011-aarp.pdf

3.	 �Costs for Pedestrian and Bicyclist Infrastructure Improvements. 
Bushell, M., et al. UNC Highway Safety Research Center, Federal Highway 
Administration. (October 2013) http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/
Countermeasure%20Costs_Report_Nov2013.pdf

4.	 �Walkability, Real Estate and Public Health Data, Walk Score Data Services, 
http://www.walkscore.com/professional/research.php

5.	 �Sidewalks and Streets Survey. http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/
provencountermeasures/fhwa_sa_12_013.htm

6.	 �Business Performance in Walkable Shopping Areas. Active Living 
Research. (November 2009) http://activelivingresearch.org/files/
BusinessPerformanceWalkableShoppingAreas_Nov2013.pdf

7.	 Walk Score blog at http://blog.walkscore.com/

Resources

1
2 3 4

National Association of City Transportation Officials, Urban Street Design Guide, nacto.org



Bur ney- Har r is-  
Lyons  MIDDLE

School s: 
- BHL Middle School
- Cleveland Road Elementary 
- Oglethorpe Elementary 
- Whitehead Road Elementary 

 Neighbor hoods:
- Forest Heights
- Hampton Park
- Tallassee Road
- Westchester
- Homewood Hills
- Quail Wood
- Fowler Mill & Cavalier Rd
- Huntington Park
- Stonehenge
- Garnett Ridge (Choice Zone)

- Vincent Dr (Choice Zone)

Point s of  Int er est : 
- Ben Burton Park
- Athens YMCA
- Holland Youth Sports Complex 

(Choice Zone)
- Athena Square 
- Homewood Shopping Center
- Georgia Square Mall
- Westgate Park and Pool
- Advantage Behavioral
- Hogan Lumber
- Pilgrim's Pride
- Caterpillar Manufacturing
- Sam's Club
- Food Bank of NE GA (Choice)
- Hope Haven (Choice Zone)

OVERVIEW
BHL encompasses the Northwest 
portion of the county, extending 
down to the Loop 10,  the Middle 

Oconee River, Hawthorne Ave 
and Kathwood Dr. The North 
Oconee River makes the east 

border of the zone.

DEMOGRAPHICS
RACE BREAKDOWN MARITAL STATUS

PLEASE NOTE:
The follow ing sym bols 
are used t o designat e 
when m easures in t h is 
repor t  are higher  or  
lower  t han t he count y 
average:

+ higher  t han count y

~ lower  t han count y

Lack  of  a sym bol 
m eans t he m easure is 
about  t he sam e as t he 
count y.

9%  HISPANIC/ LATINO 
ETHNICITY

Ot her  Dem ographics

- 8% are currently enrolled in college~
- Average age of respondent was 51 years+
- 17% of households had veteran status+
- 91% have Internet access at home+
- 28% have moved in the last year~
- 77% have a child in CCSD+



About 14% of all households 
reported having some kind of 

pest , like rat s or  roaches~

HOUSING

9% of  homes 
have cr acks 
in t he wal l s~

7% of  homes 
r epor t  
Mol d~

Top 5    desir ed    Amenit ies  

1. Wal king pat hs and t r ail s 
2. impr oved sidewal ks 
3. Bike pat hs and t r ail s 
4. par ks and pl ay gr ounds
5. communit y gar dens 

79% of 
respondents 

own their 
home+ 

HOURS WORKED IN A WEEKEDUCATION LEVEL

HOUSEHOLD INCOME at t endance data:



Childcare 

41% of households use some form 
of childcare +

34% use daycares+
24% stay with family 

friends 

37% stay with 
grandparents

43% stay in an 
after school program+

79% agr ee 
school s ar e 

cl ean

35% want  t o 
be mor e 

involved in 
school s

57% agr ee 
school s "do 

good" in 
neighbor hoods

81% bel ieve  
educat ion 

pr epar es chil d 
f or  success

58% f eel  
school s ar e 
wel coming

LIFELONG   LEARNING

13% of   househol ds 
v isit  school s f or  

cul t ur al  event s~ 

School Pr ide 

58% of households have 
pr ide in their local schools 

38% of households feel 
connect ed to their local 

schools 

PERCEIVED SAFETY IN SCHOOLS

There is a lower  t han 
average percept ion of  
childcare af fordabil i t y, 

f lexibil i t y, and safet y w it h in 
t he school zone

Percent  of  Respondent s who Believe Schools are Safe



CIVIC VITALITY
Polit ical Engagem ent  

80% of households know 
where to vote

89% are registered to vote 

70% voted within the last 12 
months

 

37% signed a petition in the 
last 12 months

28% corresponded with an 
official 

39% attended a public 
meeting in the last 12 months

73% say t hey pay at t ent ion t o 
gover nment  over al l

85% say t hey ar e 
sat isf ied wit h l if e 

t hese days

56% gat her  social ly at  l east  weekly~ 82% have 
donat ed money 

t o char it y 

57% have 
vol unt eer ed in 

t he l ast  12 
mont hs

65% of households 
belong to some church 

or religious 
denomination

73% say t hey ar e 
sat isf ied wit h t heir  

j ob~

88% say t hey ar e 
sat isf ied wit h home 

l if e

44% believe t hey 
can inf luence 

decisions af fect ing 
At hens~



HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE

Of those with 
health insurance 
coverage, 17% 
were denied at  
a m edical 
pract ice in the 
last 12 months

HEALTH CONDITIONS REPORTED BY HOUSEHOLD

16% of  
househol ds 

r epor t ed 
someone  
smokes

On a scale of  1-4, w it h 1 being t he 
worst , when ask  about  t heir  

general healt h, t he average rat ing 
for  households was 2.4

On average, households in your  
school zone eat  fast  food 1.2 

days out  of  t he week

21% of  
househol ds 
r epor t ed no 

medical  
condit ions

Reporting Conditions



 TOP 5 PERCEIVED NEIGHBORHOOD PROBLEMS

Attendance data from The Governor 's Office of Student Achievement, 2010-2016, and can be accessed here: 
https://gosa.georgia.gov/downloadable-data. All other data from the Athens Wellbeing Project (AWP) Fall 2016 
Household Survey. County and neighborhood-level AWP profiles, as well as additional data resources, can be 

accessed here: http://www.athenswellbeingproject.org/data/. 

Questions or comments? Please email James Barlament at barlamentj@clarke.k12.ga.us.

COMMUNITY   SAFETY

99% say t hey f eel  saf e in 
t heir  home

96% say t hey f eel  saf e on 
t heir  st r eet

90% say t hey f eel  saf e in 
l ocal  par ks

82% say t hey f eel  saf e in 
Downt own At hens 

Neighborhood Relat ions 

72% trust their 
neighbor~

79% think people in 
their neighborhood 
get along~

74% talked with neighbors 
in the last month for more than 10 
minutes~

78% feel comfortable with their children 
playing+

84% feel safe to walk or exercise in their 
neighborhood

 TOP 5 PERCEIVED NEIGHBORHOOD PROBLEMS

GUNS DRUGS

Lit t erHOMELESSNESS

THEFT

https://gosa.georgia.gov/downloadable-data
http://www.athenswellbeingproject.org/data/




Vincent Dr. Sidewalk Project Cost Calculations

1.4 miles X 5 wide 
sidewalk and 
gutter

7,392 feet 139 a foot

ROW Easement 0 Unknown

Design Fees 124,000 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Misc. Fees 31,000 based on SPLOST 
Formula

FFE 60,000 Bus stop landing 
pads and covered 
stops

Construction 1,032,000 Based on Athens in 
Motion estimates

Capitol equipment 0 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Testing 30,933.03 based on SPLOST 
Formula

Other 1 0

Other 2 0

Other categories 
are automatically 
calculated by the 
software

�1






