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2021 Application for GAWP Excellence in Education Award 
(Watershed Section) 

 
Submitted by the Athens-Clarke County Transportation & Public 

Works Department/Stormwater Management Program 
 

The Athens-Clarke County (ACCGov) Transportation & Public Works Department is home to the 

ACCGov Stormwater Management Program, which was established in 2003. This program leads 

watershed education and outreach efforts throughout the county, along with the development and 

implementation of Watershed Management Plans, an extensive water quality monitoring program, 

inspections and maintenance of MS4 infrastructure, illicit discharge detection and elimination, and GIS 

stormwater mapping efforts. ACCGov Stormwater is dedicated to protecting water from the moment it 

runs off our streets to the moment it reaches our streams. The program operates under the NPDES 

General Permit for Phase II Municipal Stormwater Discharges (No. GAG610000). ACCGov Stormwater 

considers education a critical piece of stormwater management and actively promotes 

education/outreach opportunities to the community. 
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Provide copies of lesson plans that cover 

watershed topics 

 

K-12 school visits and lessons are a very important component of ACCGov Stormwater’s education 

programming. ACCGov Stormwater has created their own lesson plans over the years, but also 

commonly uses the Project WET curriculum. Copies of lesson plans are shared with teachers and 

other environmental educators through the Athens-Clarke County Green School Program and the 

Stormwater website (www.accgov.com/5227/School-Education). A sample of lesson plans are 

included on the following pages. 

 

Pollution Postcards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.accgov.com/5227/School-Education
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Parachute That Pollution! 
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Provide evidence of age appropriate and 

relevant content (alignment to standards) 

 

ACCGov Stormwater’s K-12 programming is based on relevant water topics and connected to the 

Georgia Standards of Excellence. A listing of K-12 offerings is included below, and it can also be 

found on the ACC Stormwater website (www.accgov.com/5227/School-Education). 

 

Elementary/Middle School Activities 

Name of 
Lesson 

GSE Time 
Preferred 

Grades 
Preferred 
Class Size 

Description 

Parachute that 
Pollution! 

S1L1, S2E3, 
S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1 

0.5 – 1 
hour  

K – 5  30 
students 

Students will learn about sources of water pollution 
and the detrimental effects that it has on freshwater 
ecosystems. Students will practice identifying 
pollution and removing it from waterways in this 
hands-on, fun parachute game. This activity must be 
outdoors. 

Pollution 
Postcards 

S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1, S5P1, 
S6E3, S6E6, 
S7L4 

1 hour K – 8  30 
students 

Students explore the inter-connectivity of ecosystems 
by learning about aquatic food webs, biodiversity, the 
components of health habitats, and the impact of 
human actions and pollution on those ecosystems. 
Students demonstrate and communicate their 
knowledge by creating colorful postcards that can be 
mailed to friends, families, & neighbors. 

Sum of the 
Parts (Project 
WET) 

S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1, S5P1, 
S6E3, S6E6, 
S7L4 

0.5 – 1 
hour 

2 – 8  30 
students 

Students will learn about point and non-point source 
pollution and the potentially harmful impact of human 
actions on ecosystems. Students will demonstrate how 
everyone contributes to the pollution of a river as it 
flows through a watershed while recognizing that 
everyone's "contributions" to the problems can be 
reduced. 

Enviroscape: 
Watershed 
Pollution 
Prevention 

S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1, S5P1, 
S6E3, S6E6, 
S7L4 

1 - 1.5 
hours 

2 – 8  20 
students 

Students will learn about watersheds, point and non-
point source pollution, and the potentially harmful 
impact of human actions on ecosystems. Students will 
then visualize the way pollutants move through a 
watershed by watching real water move on a model. 

Crumple 
Watersheds 

S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1, S5P1, 
S6E3, S6E6, 
S7L4 

1 – 1.5 
hours 

2 – 8  30 
students 

Students will gain an intuitive knowledge of the 
physical aspects of watersheds by creating their own 
watershed models using paper, cardboard, markers, 
and some water. 

Middle/High School Activities 

Name of 
Lesson 

GSE Time 
Preferred 

Grades 
Preferred 
Class Size 

Description 

Physical/ 
Chemical 
Water 
Sampling 

SB5, SC6, 
SEV1, SEV2, 
SEV3, SEV4, 
SEV5 

1 – 2 
hours 

7 – 12 30 
students 

Students become scientists performing hands on 
chemical and physical water quality sampling. Water 
samples can either be brought to the classroom or 
students can visit a stream to conduct testing for pH, 
dissolved oxygen, temperature, and turbidity. Multiple 
testing methods can be used to show differences in 
techniques and test results. Collected data and land 

http://www.accgov.com/5227/School-Education
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use information allow students to analyze data and 
make inferences into the quality of the water and the 
sources of pollutants. 

Macroinvert-
ebrate Stream 
Sampling 

SB5, SC6, 
SEV1, SEV2, 
SEV3, SEV4, 
SEV5 

1 – 2 
hours 

7 – 12 30  
students 

The best way to learn about water is to jump on in! 
Water samples can either be brought to the classroom 
or students can visit a stream to collect 
macroinvertebrates from their natural habitat under 
stream rocks and in leaf packs. Students identify the 
type and amount of macroinvertebrates using guides 
and a dichotomous key. Along with provided land use 
information and maps, students use the 
macroinvertebrate data to make inferences about 
water quality and pollution sources in their 
watershed. 

Service-Learning Activities 

Name of 
Lesson 

GSE Time 
Preferred 

Grades 
Preferred 
Class Size 

Description 

Storm Drain 
Decaling 

S2E3, S3L2, 
S4E3, S4L1, 
S5P1, S6E3, 
S6E6, S7L4 

1 – 2 
hours 

4 – 12  Any, great 
for 
science 
clubs 

Do your students know that storm drains lead directly 
to our rivers and streams? That means that anything 
dumped or washed down a storm drain will pollute 
some of our most precious water resources! Students 
glue decals onto the storm drains on school property 
or a nearby neighborhood. The decals tell people “No 
dumping, drains to stream,” and list to which stream 
all the rain near your school drains. 

Rain Barrel 
Making 

S3L2, S4E3, 
S4L1, S5P1, 
S6E3, S6E6, 
S7L4 

1 – 1.5 
hours 

1 – 12  Any Does your school want rain barrels? Rain barrels help 
to conserve water and reduce erosion from 
stormwater runoff. They are also great classroom 
teaching tools! Stormwater staff will give a brief 
lecture about the importance of water collection 
devices and then have students help to build rain 
barrels for their school. All materials are provided but 
the school must make installation arrangements on 
their own. 

School Yard 
Stream Buffer 
Restoration 

 Varies 4 – 8  Any Do you have a stream that runs through your school 
property? Is it surrounded with invasive species and 
lacking a protective buffer of native trees/shrubs? If 
you have these issues with your stream, we can 
conduct a buffer restoration project with your class to 
eradicate invasive species using chemical-free 
methods, pick up trash, and plant native species. 
Materials are provided. 

Watershed 
Litter Pick-up 

 Varies 1 – 8 Any No matter how far from a stream, pollutants such as 
trash, paint, and auto fluids find their way into our 
waterways when it rains. We can arrange to conduct a 
litter pick up on your school site or at a nearby stream 
to get students involved in protecting our water 
resources. Materials are provided. 
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Provide evidence of active promotion to the 

community 

 

ACCGov Stormwater’s K-12 programming 

is advertised through the following 

methods: 

 Website (pictured right) – A list of 

activities, along with the standards 

they meet, is listed on the ACC 

Stormwater “School Education 

Page.” 
 

 Athens-Clarke County Green 

School Program – The Green 

School Program is a way to 

incorporate more environmental 

education into local schools. 

Teachers submit completed 

activities/lessons at the end of 

each school year, and are deemed a “Green School” if they complete 25 total green activities. 

The committee sends out the ACORN monthly newsletter, which advertises upcoming 

events, trainings, and workshops offered by committee partners. We also host a Green 

School Kickoff event each fall, where teachers rotate around different stations to see what 

resources Green School partners have to offer. Program offerings are advertised on the 

website, accgov.com/greenschools.  
 

 Social Media – K-12 Education Offerings are 

periodically promoted on our social media 

outlets. Educational resources for home 

were advertised in 2020 with the onset of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

Stormwater Website 

http://www.accgov.com/greenschools
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Provide evidence of implementation 

 

ACCGov Stormwater conducted 23 lessons to K-12 audiences during the reporting period, including 

7 enrichment activities for the local Smart Lunch, Smart kid program, 8 summer camp activities, 

and 8 classroom lessons. More details and photos are listed below. 

 

Date Event Audience # Reach Activity 

6/5/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 30 Did a stream buffer bracelet activity 
and coloring sheet with the kids. 

6/11/2019 Memorial Park Summer Camp 
Visit Part 1 

Grades K-2 40 Led an H2Olympics activity about the 
properties of water in conjunction with 
the Water Conservation Office. 

6/12/2019 Memorial Park Summer Camp 
Visit Part 2 

Grades 2-5 55 Led an H2Olympics activity about the 
properties of water in conjunction with 
the Water Conservation Office. 

6/18/2019 ACCGov Police Department 
Summer Camp Visit 

Grades 3-8 25 Led an H2Olympics activity about the 
properties of water in conjunction with 
the Water Conservation Office. 

6/19/2019 Cub Scout Summer Camp Visit Grades 2-5 25 Led an H2Olympics activity about the 
properties of water in conjunction with 
the Water Conservation Office. 

6/20/2019 Clarke County School District 
Summer School Visit Part 1 

Grade 2 20 Led an activity all about frogs, their life 
cycle, and local species. Played frog 
calls and a concentration game. 

6/20/2019 Clarke County School District 
Summer School Visit Part 2 

Grade 3 12 Led an activity all about frogs, their life 
cycle, and local species. Played frog 
calls and a concentration game. 

6/21/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 30 Did a stream buffer bracelet activity 
and coloring sheet with the kids. 

6/28/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 30 Led a Project WET H2Olympics activity 
about the amazing properties of water. 

7/10/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 12 Led a Project WET H2Olympics activity 
about the amazing properties of water. 

7/16/2019 Sandy Creek Day Camp 
Matinee - Water Activity 

Grades 3-8 90 Led several water relay games with 
campers, teaching them about the 
importance of conserving water. 

7/17/2019 Water Quality Sampling with 
Youth Conservation Stewards 

Grades 9-12 8 Sampled at several different streams on 
the Beech Haven property and talked 
about careers in the stormwater field. 

7/19/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 30 Led a Project WET H2Olympics activity 
about the amazing properties of water. 

7/24/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 20 Led a Project WET H2Olympics activity 
about the amazing properties of water. 

7/31/2019 Smart Lunch, Smart Kid 
Enrichment 

Grades K-8 20 Played a Stormwater Trivia game and 
gave out giveaways to students. 

9/16/2019 H2Olympics Presentation at 
Cedar Shoals High School 

Grades 9-12 75 Led an H2Olympics activity about the 
properties of water in conjunction with 
the Water Conservation Office. 
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10/17/2019 Macroinvertebrate Sampling 
with Athens Montessori 

Grades 6-8 20 Talked about water quality and 
sampled Hunnicutt Creek for 
macroinvertebrates with students. 

10/21/2019 Imagine a Day Without Water 
Lesson at St. Joe’s Catholic 
School 

Grades 6-8 70 Talked about Imagine a Day Without 
Water, played water trivia, and created 
informational postcards with students. 

10/22/2019 Imagine a Day Without 
Water/Frog Lesson at Gaines 
Elementary School 

Grades K-5 50 Played frog concentration game, talked 
about the life cycle of frogs, and talked 
about Imagine a Day Without Water. 

12/3/2019 Water Lesson at Gaines 
Elementary School 

Grades K-5 40 Led several water activities with Gaines 
After School Program, including Blue 
Planet and cloud painting. 

2/11/2020 Rain Barrel Activity with 
Clarke Central High School 
Agri-Science Class 

Grades 11-12 20 Led a presentation about green 
infrastructure with focus on rain 
barrels, then built 2 barrels. 

3/3/2020 Sum of the Parts Lesson at 
Chase Street Elementary 
School 

Grade 4 75 Led Project WET's "Sum of the Parts" 
watershed lesson with several different 
4th grade classes. 

3/11/2020 Rain Barrel Painting Activity 
with Rutland Academy 

Grades 9-12 40 Did a rain barrel painting activity with 
Rutland middle and high school 
students. Gave out hand sanitizers. 

 

 

 

 

  

Cub Scout Summer 

Camp, June 2019 

Rain Barrel Painting at Rutland 

Academy, March 2020 

H2Olympics at Memorial Park 

Summer Camp, June 2019 
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Provide an example of your participant 

evaluation form 

 

Teacher evaluations are sent via email following a classroom activity. A completed evaluation from 

February 2020 is included here. 
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WATERWAY CLEANUP EVENT(S): Provide a copy of your waiver and 

safety information 

 

All Rivers Alive volunteers are required to 

sign a liability waiver during the volunteer 

registration process. Waiver language is 

uploaded into GivePulse, our online 

volunteer registration platform, but “walk-

up” volunteers who show up on the morning 

of the event are required to sign a paper copy 

(shown right). 

In addition to signing the waiver, volunteers 

are given a safety briefing at our kickoff event 

on the morning of Rivers Alive, which 

includes notes about common outdoor 

hazards, allergy issues, and who to contact if 

an emergency arises. Safety notes are also 

included on GivePulse, the online volunteer 

registration platform. People see these notes 

while signing up, and they also receive the 

information again in a reminder email the 

day before the event (included in the 

screenshot below). 
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We recruit between 15 and 25 Rivers Alive site leaders each year to lead volunteers at individual 

clean-up sites. These individuals must attend an on-site training where volunteer management and 

safety protocols are discussed. A copy of the training checklist is included below. 



Athens-Clarke County Stormwater Management Program, Watershed Section                              Page 14 of 52 

 

WATERWAY CLEANUP EVENT(S): Provide a list of equipment and 

supplies provided to participants 

 

ACCGov Stormwater works with Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful (KACCB) and ACCGov 

Leisure Services to provide clean-up supplies and tools for all Rivers Alive volunteers, including 

kayaks for boating sites. A full tool list is include below. In addition to clean-up tools, volunteers are 

given an event t-shirt, a light breakfast, coffee, and snacks to take along for the clean-up at our 

kickoff event in the morning. 
 

2019 Rivers Alive Tool Requests 

Site Name/Location 
# 

Volunteers 
# 

Grabbers 
# 

Gloves 
# 

Vests 
Special Tools 

Carr Creek at Bailey Street 20 20 20 20   

Carriage Lane 25 25 25 25   

Cook's Trail Between SCNC and 
North Bluff 10 10 10 10 1 Wheelbarrow 

Derby and Branch Streets 25 25 25 25 
3 loppers and 3 hand 
pruners 

Dudley Park 20 20 20 20 Some waders 

Five Acre Woods (Invasive Plant 
Removal) 30 15 30 30 

Tools for invasive plant 
removal - coordinate with 
ALT 

McNutt Creek (Private site for 
KOCBC) 30 30 30 30   

MLK Greenway 30 30 30 30   

North Oconee Float at Dudley Park 15 12 15 0  15 kayaks 

Middle Oconee Float (Private Site 
for Terrapin Brewery) 15 5 15 0  15 kayaks 

North Oconee Float (Private Site 
for Athens Paddlers) 15 5 15 0  BYOB 

North Oconee Tire Dump 25 0 25 0 
Need heavy duty gloves and 
3 shovels, some waders 

Old Will Hunter Road 25 25 25 25 
1 Wheelbarrow, 2 round tip 
shovels 

Riverbend Parkway 20 20 20 20   

Trail Creek Park 20 20 20 20 
3 Loppers and 3 hand 
pruners 

Kickoff Volunteers 12 0 0 12   
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Loppers in action Kayaks on the North Oconee River 

Coffee for Volunteers 

Litter Grabbers in action 

Waders in action 
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WATERWAY CLEANUP EVENT(S): Provide evidence of active 

promotion to the community 

 

Our annual Rivers Alive event is 

thoroughly advertised through 

newsletters, online website calendars, 

social media posts, and news releases. 

Posters are printed and hung up at 

dozens of locations around town, and 

emails are sent to past participants. 

Information about the event is posted to 

www.accgov.com/riversalive.   

Event Poster 

ACCGov Website Calendar 

Facebook post 

http://www.accgov.com/riversalive
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Stormwater E-Newsletter Press Release 

Direct email to previous volunteers 
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WATERWAY CLEANUP EVENT(S): Provide evidence of implementation 

 

A total of 325 volunteers participated in the 2019 Athens Rivers Alive event. They cleaned up 15 

different sites around the community and removed 4.5 tons of trash, 1,060 lbs. of recycling, 9,320 

lbs. of metal recycling, and 244 tires from our waterways. All participants are asked to fill out a 

post-event impact survey following the event, and a summary of survey responses are included 

here. Some additional photos are also included. 
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WATERWAY CLEANUP EVENT(S): Provide evidence of post-event 

follow-up communications and publicity 

 

ACCGov Stormwater uses social media and email to thank volunteers for their hard work during 

Rivers Alive. Wrap-up numbers are posted to the Rivers Alive website following the event. 

 

  

Direct email to volunteers 

Website 

Instagram Post 
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS (NOT ADOPT-A-STREAM): Provide a 

calendar or list of workshops offered during the reporting period and 

a description of each 

 

Stormwater offered one type of workshop during the reporting period. 
 

Type of Workshop Audience Description 

Rain Barrel 
Workshop/Presentations 
Dates offered: July 31 (2 
workshops), December 10 

Adults Free workshop that includes a brief PowerPoint presentation 
about uses, benefits, and maintenance of rain barrels, and then a 
hands-on build session including the use of power tools. All 
materials, including the 55-gallon barrel, are included. 

 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS (NOT ADOPT-A-STREAM): Provide 

evidence of age appropriate and relevant workshop topics 

 

Rain Barrel Workshops include staff and participant introductions, followed by a PowerPoint 

presentation that provides an introduction to rain barrels, their uses, how they benefit a 

community, along with installation and maintenance notes. Then participants build their own rain 

barrels to take home using tools/materials provided by ACCGov Stormwater. Screenshots from the 

presentation is included below. 
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS (NOT ADOPT-A-STREAM): Provide 

evidence of active promotion to the community 

 

Workshops are advertised through ACCGov Stormwater’s website, social media outlets, and e-

newsletter. A sample of screenshots is included below. 

  
Facebook Event 

Stormwater E-Newsletter 
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS (NOT ADOPT-A-STREAM): Provide 

evidence of implementation 

 

Stormwater held 3 different workshops during the reporting period. A summary of each workshop 

is included below, followed by a roster from the December workshop. 
 

Date Event Audience 
# 

Attended 
Description 

7/31/2019 Summer Rain Barrel Workshop 
Part 1 

Adults 15 Hosted a rain barrel workshop for 
citizens in ACC. Led a brief 
PowerPoint about uses/benefits of 
rain barrels, then built some. 

7/31/2019 Summer Rain Barrel Workshop 
Part 2 

Adults 15 Hosted a rain barrel workshop for 
citizens in ACC. Led a brief 
PowerPoint about uses/benefits of 
rain barrels, then built some. 

12/10/2019 Winter Rain Barrel Workshop Adults 16 Hosted a rain barrel workshop for 
citizens in ACC. Led a brief 
PowerPoint about uses/benefits of 
rain barrels, then built some. 

 

Participant 
Last Name 

Participant 
First Name 

Phone Email Attended? 

Brown Steven 7064103844 sabrown@uga.edu Yes 

Cornell Lee 7065400871 lee.cornell@gmail.com Yes 

Cortese Ellen 7065678419 ellencortese@gmail.com Yes 

Debalski Austin 7066124014 austindebalski@gmail.com No 

Dekle Erin 7703758856 Erin.dekle@gmail.com Yes 

Duffee Steven 7062012101 stduffee@yahoo.com Yes 

Dye Lara 7063388219 laraarnoldsmith@yahoo.com Yes 

Evans Nathan 4782780193 jnevans82@gmail.com Yes 

Flannery James 4153855611 jamesjflannery@gmail.com No 

Genuso Karen 7069885314 Karengen55@yahoo.com Yes 

Girtz Britta 9795740408 bgirtz@hotmail.com No 

Huber Nicholas 8127195031 Nick@storagesquad.com Yes 

Kagata Tomoho 7063955175 tkagata@gmail.com Yes 

Lafayette Lynnsey 4046801121 lglafa@gmail.com Yes 

Lancaster Marc 7702677218 mallot999@hotmail.com No 
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Lipani Lisa 7064217072 lipani.lisa@gmail.com Yes 

Sapera Scott 7063402505 ssapera@live.com Yes 

Sheffield Alison 8133106133 ironcityalison@yahoo.com Yes 

Streetman Jonathon 7063406664 alcstreetman@gmail.com Yes 

Whitlock Beth 7704027027 whitlocklibrarian@gmail.com Yes 

 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS (NOT ADOPT-A-STREAM): Provide 

evidence of post-event evaluation and follow-up publicity 

 

Workshops are recorded in the Snapshot newsletter (published a month later). 

We also hand out paper evaluations following workshops. Comments are then recorded into an 

electronic spreadsheet. Sample evaluations are included below. Participants receive a follow-up 

email with a copy of the presentation used during the workshop. 

 

Dec-19 Participant 1 

Name and date of workshop: Rain Barrel 12/10/2019 

Did you sign-up for this workshop ahead of time? yes 

Is this the first ACC Stormwater program you have participated in? yes 

How did you first hear about the workshop? ACC site 

1 Strongly Disagree, 2 Disagree, 3 Neutral, 4 Agree, 5 Strongly Agree  

        The workshop provided a thorough overview of the topic. 5 

        The presenter was knowledgeable in the topic at hand. 5 

        I learned what I wanted to learn about the topic. 5 

        The length of the workshop was appropriate. 5 

        I found the supplemental materials given to me helpful. 5 

        The location of the workshop was convenient for me. 5 

Would you recommend one of our workshops to a friend? Absolutely, yes 

Please list one way you feel we could improve our workshops. Other options for water reclamation 

Please share with us what you enjoyed most about the workshop. The info provided 

Are there any other types of workshops you would like to see offered? Other options for water reclamation 
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Dec-19 Participant 2 

Name and date of workshop: Rain Barrel 12/10/2019 

Did you sign-up for this workshop ahead of time? yes 

Is this the first ACC Stormwater program you have participated in? yes 

How did you first hear about the workshop? email 

1 Strongly Disagree, 2 Disagree, 3 Neutral, 4 Agree, 5 Strongly Agree  

        The workshop provided a thorough overview of the topic. 5 

        The presenter was knowledgeable in the topic at hand. 5 

        I learned what I wanted to learn about the topic. 5 

        The length of the workshop was appropriate. 5 

        I found the supplemental materials given to me helpful. 5 

        The location of the workshop was convenient for me. 5 

Would you recommend one of our workshops to a friend? yes 

Please list one way you feel we could improve our workshops. Offer more 

Please share with us what you enjoyed most about the workshop. Learning how to build the rain barrel 

Are there any other types of workshops you would like to see offered? Drip irrigation in our yard 
  

Post Event Email 
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COMMUNITY EVENT(S) – DEMOS/PRESENTATIONS: Provide a 

calendar or list of community events participated in during the 

reporting period and a description of each 

 

Stormwater education staff participate in many different community events throughout the year. 

During the reporting period, Stormwater participated in 11 community events. This number is less 

than normal – almost all spring events were cancelled due to COVID-19. 

 

Date Event Audience # Reach Activity 

7/20/2019 Tabling at the Athens Farmers 
Market 

All ages 100 Set up a booth and gave out 
information about the Stormwater 
Management Program. 

7/25/2019 Public Day Program at the 
Winterville Arts Center 

All ages 4 Played a frog concentration game, 
talked about the life cycle of frogs, 
and listened to different frog calls. 

8/29/2019 ACC Green School Kickoff Adults 55 Gave out resources to teachers 
about K-12 stormwater education 
and spoke about the Program. 

9/7/2019 Athens Water Festival All ages 1,100 Helped organize the Athens Water 
Festival. Hosted Stormwater Maze 
and stream buffer bracelet booths. 

9/28/2019 Insectival All ages 1,000 Had a macroinvertebrate booth. 
Talked about biodiversity and 
pollution tolerance. 

10/5/2019 Rivers Alive All ages 325 Hosted the 21st annual Rivers 
Alive in Athens with 15 different 
sites and over 300 volunteers. 

10/29/2019 Green Cup Challenge Celebration at 
UGA 

All ages 100 Tabled/played stormwater trivia 
and talked about the Stormwater 
Management Program. 

11/16/2019 Riverside Ride on the North Oconee 
River Greenway 

All ages 30 Collaborated with ACC Leisure 
Services to have a water station at 
their fun ride on the Greenway. 

1/16/2020 STEM Night at Stroud Elementary 
School 

K-5 60 Tabled at Stroud Elementary's 
STEM Night. Did a Riparian Buffer 
Bracelet activity. 

1/20/2020 Athens MLK Day of Service All ages 1,000 Chaired Site Selection, helped 
organize projects, communicated 
with site leaders, and organized 
volunteer registration. 

2/29/2020 Green Life Expo & Awards All ages 100 Hosted a table at the Expo. 
Organized the K-12 Art Contest + 
awards, and gave out our 
Stormwater Steward Award at the 
Adult Awards Ceremony. 
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COMMUNITY EVENT(S) – DEMOS/PRESENTATIONS: Provide evidence 

of age appropriate and relevant content 

 

Dates, locations, attendance numbers, and descriptions/themes of events can be seen in the table 

above. Activities and educational materials are handpicked before events and tailored to the 

specific audience. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENT(S) – DEMOS/PRESENTATIONS: Provide evidence 

of active promotion to community 

 

Event promotion is done through the ACCGov website/calendar, social media sites, newsletters, 

newspaper calendars, bill stuffers, direct mailings, and posting of flyers. Press releases are 

periodically submitted as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stormwater E-Newsletter Event Poster 

Facebook Event 
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COMMUNITY EVENT(S) – DEMOS/PRESENTATIONS: Provide evidence 

of implementation 

 

Dates, locations, attendance numbers, and descriptions/themes of events can be seen in the table 

on page 26. A sampling of photos are also included below. 

 

  

Athens Farmers Market Athens Water Festival 

Green Life Expo 

Green Cup Challenge 
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COMMUNITY EVENT(S) – DEMOS/PRESENTATIONS: Provide evidence 

of post event messaging and follow-up publicity 

 

Wrap-up messaging is included in newsletters, the ACC Manager’s Snapshot, and on social media. 

 

  
WaterSource Newsletter 

Twitter Post 

Manager’s Snapshot 
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ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM: Provide examples of program 

documents (waivers, chemical hygiene plan, safety plan, 

maintenance plan, training materials, etc.) 

 

Volunteers are typically asked to complete adult or child liability waivers (specific to ACCGov 

Stormwater) prior to their volunteer activity. Occasionally, waivers are completed through their 

own group or camp organizer, and those are sufficient for our purposes. Blank liability waivers are 

included here. 
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Stormwater staff frequently visits the Georgia 

Adopt-A-Stream website to review program 

documents and guides. We use Adopt-A-Stream 

data forms to record findings, along with 

dichotomous keys, pond guides, LaMotte test kit 

instructions, and other supplemental materials 

for water quality testing.  

 

 

ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM: Provide a list of equipment and 

supplies provided to participants 

 

Supply Type Number Location Notes 

LaMotte Precision pH Test Kit (Code 5858) 2 Cecile’s office  

LaMotte Dissolved Oxygen Test Kit (Codes 5889, 5860) 3 Cecile’s office  

LaMotte Phosphate Test Kit (Code 4408) 1 Cecile’s office  

LaMotte Nitrate Test Kit (Codes 5891, 3354) 2 Cecile’s office  

LaMotte Turbidity Test Kit (Code 5887) 1 Cecile’s office  

LaMotte Total Coliform Test Kit (Code 5850) 1 Cecile’s office Don’t use 

Plastic Pipette 75 Cecile’s office  

Plastic Spoon 20 Cecile’s office  

Thermometer 9 Cecile’s office  

D-frame Net 2 Storage bunker  

Hand Net 6 Cecile’s office  

Wooden Kick Seine 2 Storage bunker  

3 gallon Bucket 18 Storage bunker  

Safety Vest 100 Storage bunker  

Clipboard 9 Cecile’s office  
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Petri Dish 10 Cecile’s office  

White Observation Tray 6 Cecile’s office  

Egg Carton Tray 6 Cecile’s office  

Metamorphosis Diagram (Dragonfly) 2 Cecile’s office  

Metamorphosis Diagram (Caddisfly) 2 Cecile’s office  

Dichotomous Key 11 Cecile’s office  

Fish Identification Sheet 6 Cecile’s office  

Pond Life Guide 2 Cecile’s office  

Magnifying Glass 5 Cecile’s office  

Magnifying Cube 6 Cecile’s office Some broken 

Rubber Gloves (pack of 50) 4 Storage bunker  

Protective Eye Glasses 30 Storage bunker  

 

ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM: Provide records of staff Adopt-A-

Stream certificate 
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ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM: Provide evidence of program 

implementation 

 

Date Event Audience 
# 

Reach 
Activity 

7/17/2019 Water Quality Sampling 
with Youth Conservation 
Corp 

Grades 9 - 12 8 Used GA Adopt-A-Stream protocol to collect 
chemical & physical water quality data on the 
Beech Haven property with the YCC. 

10/17/2019 Macroinvertebrate 
Sampling with Athens 
Montessori Middle School 

Grades 6-8 20 Used GA Adopt-A-Stream protocol to sample for 
macroinvertebrates at Hunnicutt Creek. Taught 
the various methods of sampling and helped 
students ID the macros that were caught. 

 

    

 

  

Youth Conservation Corp. Athens Montessori 
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ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM: Provide an example of your participant 

evaluation 

 

ACCGov Stormwater hands out evaluation forms following all volunteer activities. A copy of a 

completed evaluation form is included here. 
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VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT: Provide a copy of your policies and 

procedures for volunteer management 

 

The following pages were taken from ACCGov Stormwater’s Volunteer Handbook. 
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VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT: Provide evidence of volunteer 

recruitment and volunteer training 

 

Stormwater recruits volunteers 

through the website, direct 

emails, newsletter articles, social 

media posts, and word of mouth. 

We use the GivePulse volunteer 

registration platform to advertise 

upcoming volunteer 

opportunities. Posters are hung 

around town to advertise specific 

volunteer events like MLK Day of 

Service and Rivers Alive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stormwater Website Stormwater E-Newsletter 

GivePulse Account 
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Event Posters 

Volunteer Opportunity Handout 
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VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT: Provide evidence of volunteer 

appreciation efforts 

 

  

Facebook Posts 

Water Festival Thank You Email 
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VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT: Provide evidence of robust volunteer 

base 

 

ACCGov offered 5 different volunteer opportunities throughout the reporting period, engaging a 

total of 1,555 volunteers for a total of 5,760 volunteer hours. 

 

The Athens MLK Day of 

Service is the single largest 

volunteer event Stormwater 

participates in annually. We 

are responsible for project 

recruitment, site selection, 

communication with site 

leaders, and volunteer 

management. 800 to 1,000 

volunteers come out on this 

single day. Sign-in sheets 

were too numerous to attach, 

but a sample of registrations 

is included here. 

 

 

 

 

Date Event # Hours 
# 

Volunteers 
Activity 

7/11/2019 Storm Drain Decaling with 
Teens in Action Summer 
Camp 

2 10 Decaled 70 storm drains in the 
Creekside Manor subdivision and 
talked about causes of water pollution. 

9/7/2019 Athens Water Festival 2 hour 
shifts 

200 Hosted the Athens Water Festival. 
Managed approx. 200 volunteers and 
presenters who assisted with activities. 

10/5/2019 Rivers Alive 4 325 Organized 15 waterway cleanups 
around the community. Helped with 
site selection/volunteer registration. 

1/20/2020 MLK Day of Service 4 1,000 Sat on Steering Committee and chaired 
Site Selection sub-committee. Helped 
organize projects/site leaders. 

2/29/2020 Green Life Expo & Awards 2 hour 
shifts 

20 Helped organize the Green Life Expo & 
Awards. Had approx. 20 volunteers 
assist with set-up/breakdown along 
with various tasks at the expo. 
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VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT: Provide a list of volunteer opportunities 

available with descriptions of each 

 

Opportunity Name Description 

Rivers Alive 
 
www.accgov.com/RiversAlive  

Rivers Alive is Georgia's annual volunteer river clean-up event that 
encourages civic involvement in the preservation of Georgia's precious 
water resources. In Athens, it is the single largest watershed clean-up 
event, bringing in 300-400 volunteers each year. ACC Stormwater sits on 
the Steering Committee and is in charge of site selection, site leader 
recruitment/training, and volunteer management. We typically have 18 to 
22 different clean-up sites across Athens, and try to focus on tributaries to 
our drinking water sources, the North and Middle Oconee Rivers. 

Athens MLK Day of Service 
 
www.accgov.com/MLKDay  

Athens MLK Day of Service is an annual celebration in support of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday and commitment to service. ACC 
Stormwater is a member of the Steering Committee, heading up Project 
Site selection as well as Volunteer Management duties. The Day of Service 
engages 800-1,000 volunteers every year in community improvement 
projects like stream clean-ups, invasive plant removal, garden workdays, 
and planting projects.  

Storm Drain Decaling 
 
www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer 
 

In Athens-Clarke County, storm drains empty directly into streams and 
rivers. ACC Stormwater leads volunteer groups in applying colorful decals 
to storm drains that warn people not to dump anything down the storm 
drain. Locations are selected based on group preference and number of 
Stormwater inlets, and decals are specific to what stream they are near. 
This activity is often done by summer camps or scout groups. 

Watershed Litter Pick-Up 
 
www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer 
 

ACC Stormwater works with Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful to 
schedule, support, and lead stream and river clean-ups throughout the 
year. All groups are welcome, and tools are provided. This is often a good 
volunteer opportunity for college service groups or environmental clubs. 

Water Quality Monitoring 
 
www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer 
 
 

ACC Stormwater leads groups who are interested in learning more about 
water quality monitoring, or who are interested in the health of a 
particular stream. Georgia Adopt-A-Stream protocols are followed, and 
advanced stream testing equipment can also be used/shown. ACC Leisure 
Services also offers free Georgia Adopt-A-Stream workshops where 
participants learn more about clean water and the protocols for citizen 
chemical and macroinvertebrate monitoring. 

Athens Water Festival 
 
www.athenswaterfestival.com 
 

The Athens Water Festival is a family event celebrating all things water. 
Community groups and clubs are asked to bring in educational activities, 
We typically have 40+ stations for families to visit at the Festival, along 
with water trucks, music/dance performances, and art activities. 
Volunteers are used to man these stations, welcome families, sell food, 
and set-up/breakdown event equipment. We usually recruit 50+ 
volunteers from local UGA ecology classes, school environmental clubs, 
and local water resource engineering firms. 

  

http://www.accgov.com/RiversAlive
http://www.accgov.com/MLKDay
http://www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer
http://www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer
http://www.accgov.com/1922/Volunteer
http://www.athenswaterfestival.com/
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STORM DRAIN MARKING: Provide examples of your waivers and 

safety information 

 

Volunteers are typically asked to complete adult or 

child liability waivers (specific to ACCGov 

Stormwater) prior to their volunteer activity. 

Occasionally, waivers are completed through their 

own group or camp organizer, and those are 

sufficient for our purposes. A blank liability waiver is 

included here. 

All volunteer groups doing Storm Drain Decaling 

projects receive a safety briefing at the beginning of 

the session. Safety notes include staying on 

sidewalks, checking for traffic before crossing or 

entering roadways, and proper use of decaling 

materials. All volunteers are required to wear a high-

visibility safety vest, along with gloves if they are 

handling the decal adhesive. A task list, including 

safety notes that are communicated to volunteers, is 

included below. 
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STORM DRAIN MARKING: Provide an inventory list of equipment and 

supplies available 

 

Supply Type Number Location Notes 

Safety Vest 200 Storage Bunker  

3 gallon Bucket 26 Storage Bunker  

Wire Brush 34 Storage Bunker  

Curb Marker Adhesive 37 Storage Bunker  

Rubber Gloves (pack of 50) 4 Storage Bunker  

Dust Brush 4 Storage Bunker  

Trash Bags (box of 20) 10 Storage Bunker  

Large Trash Bags (box of 100) 2 Storage Bunker  

Manhole Hook 1 Storage Bunker  

Protective Eye Glasses 30 Storage Bunker  

Vinyl Decal – Big Creek 25 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Bear Creek 25 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Walton Creek 25 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Malcolm Branch 51 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Carr Creek 125 Storage Bunker  

Vinyl Decal – Sulphur Springs 25 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Sandy Creek 122 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Turkey Creek 135 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Brooklyn Creek 52 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Cedar Creek 133 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Middle Oconee River 260 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Tanyard Creek 125 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – North Oconee River 265 Storage Bunker  

Vinyl Decal – Shoal Creek 170 Storage Bunker  

Vinyl Decal – McNutt Creek 25 Storage Bunker  

Vinyl Decal – Trail Creek 80 Storage Bunker Old website 

Vinyl Decal – Hunnicutt Creek 45 Storage Bunker Old website 

 

Decals and glue are 

ordered from Das 

Manufacturing.  
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STORM DRAIN MARKING: Provide evidence of active promotion to 

the community 

 

Storm Drain Decaling is 

advertised as a volunteer 

opportunity on our website, 

www.accgov.com/stormwater. 

We also use the half-sheet 

handout below to advertise all 

of our service-learning 

opportunities for school and 

community groups. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.accgov.com/stormwater
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STORM DRAIN MARKING: Provide evidence of implementation 

 

Date Event Audience # Volunteers Activity 

7/11/2019 Storm Drain Decaling 
with Teens in Action 
Summer Camp 

Grades 6-8 10 Decaled 70 storm drains in the 
Creekside Manor subdivision and talked 
about causes of water pollution.  
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STORM DRAIN MARKING: Provide evidence of post-event public 

communications/follow-up publicity/participant evaluation  

Snapshot, August 2019 Edition 

Participant Evaluation 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS (ROLL OUT THE BARRELS): Provide evidence 

of planning, partnerships, innovation, etc. 

Roll Out the Barrels is an annual event held in May 

that raises awareness of stormwater runoff, water 

pollution, and water conservation, all while 

promoting local artists and supporting 

environmental education. Local artists turn rain 

barrels into beautiful pieces of functional art to be 

auctioned off in support of the Athens Green School 

Program, an initiative to ensure environmental 

education is taught in the classroom. The event is 

organized by ACCGov Stormwater Management, the 

ACCGov Water Conservation Office, and Keep 

Athens-Clarke County Beautiful, with support from 

Athens Paint & Body, who clear-coats the barrels. 

The 2020 Roll Out the Barrels event was originally 

planned for May 21. It was cancelled in early April 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email to Local Artists 

Email to Planning Committee 
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Planning Timeline 

Event Task List 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS (ROLL OUT THE BARRELS): Provide evidence 

of age appropriate and relevant content 

 

All participating artists are required to sign an Artist Contract (along with a representative from 

ACGov) prior to receiving their blank barrel. A Rain Barrel Painting Tips handout is also given out 

with the barrel. 
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Winners of the rain barrels are given a 

Rain Barrel Maintenance and 

Installation sheet and Rain Barrel 

brochure to go along with their new 

purchases. 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS (ROLL OUT THE BARRELS): Provide evidence 

of active promotion to the community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Call for Artists Facebook Event 

Media Feature on WGAU 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS (ROLL OUT THE BARRELS): Provide evidence 

of implementation 

 

Roll Out the Barrels was cancelled for 2020. We hope to host a modified 2021 event but are not 

quite sure what that will look like. 

 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS (ROLL OUT THE BARRELS): Provide evidence 

of post-event public communications/follow-up publicity/participant 

evaluations 

 

Although the 2020 event ended up being cancelled, follow-up publicity for Roll Out the Barrels 

typically includes a direct email to barrel winners, social media posts, wrap-up numbers on the 

website, and an entry in the ACCGOV Manager’s Snapshot. Handwritten thank-you cards are also 

mailed to the artists and event partners with a summary of how much money was raised. 

Event Website 


